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Based on Kafna of the Wind 
Written by Sophie Schwimm e Translated by Hiroto Hamada 
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“This story is dedicated to my champion.” 


— Sophie Schwimm 
Opening line of Kafna of the Wind 


Written 
texts.... 


\/ 
y 
/ 


——"i 
Collections of 


J 


... Legacies linking 
the past to 
the future. 


Compilations, . 
of symbols 
conveying 
thought 


-- Inthe words of acertain magus... = 


protect 
the 
world 
itself.” 
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A MONSTROUS FOWL 
‘OF LEGEND WHO GUARDS 
A PRICELESS GEM... 
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«HOW 
WIDE AND 
EXCITING 

OUR 

WORLD 

REALLY 
IS! 


HAPPENED 
TO 
DISCOVER 


YOU MAY 
HAVE DRIVEN 
THAT BAND 
OF THIEVES 
FROM OUR 
CITY WALLS, 
BUT TO LEAD 
OUR YOUNG 
PRINCE 
ASTRAY.../ 


AND I’M OFF 
TO START MY 
ADVENTURE! 


IM 
"FINALLY 

OFF | 
// 


see 


HOIST 
YOUR PLACE M3 YOURSELF 


AMONG ; ih 
SHAGRAZZAT'S ff j ABOARD. 


Ue 
UNE 


shit, 


ventures of Shagrarzat 


UNBELIEVABLE! } 

SNEAKING IN. 

AND PAWING 

THROUGH OUR 

COLLECTION, 

AGAIN! HOW 

MANY TIMES 3 
TAA HAS IT BEEN, A 


YOURE 
THE ONE 


DIDN'T 
GET 
BENT 


ae” tl 
a eS 
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ow TFC OPIN GE =: 
OR eM eae 


There is a tale of aking 
who amassed texts from 
all across the world 
at great expense. 
placed them on display, 
Men (7side aspacious} 


...there ts 
one boy 
herewho 
is not 
allowed 
to use it... 


TIMES DO 
T HAVE 
TO TELL 


—— THIS 
IT DOESN’T 16 LIBRARY IS A 
EXTEND TO . FREE SERVICE 
YOU VERMIN PEENICED 
LIVING OUT \ eens 
IN THE . 


SLUMS. 


, Ay Sy Aces. 
Po oN oo oY NP OW We WV eo WoW oo as 


CARETAKER OF THE AMUN LIBRARY 
OSSEI MENE 


As AI 1D I AD Oa OTD Ot 


HONESTLY. IF 
YOU'VE GOT 
ENOUGH FREE TIME 
TO BE DALLYING 
WITH BOOKS, THEN 
YOU SHOULD 
PUT YOURSELF 
TO WORK, YOU 
IMPOVERISHED 


LIKE THAT 


<8 
Ot 
ea 
> 

av? 
ae) 
uo 


OUTSIDER 


...difeless, pale skin... 


...and a pair of dreadfully 
ugly, long, pointed ears. 


WE'LL BE 
STARTING 
CLASS 
NOW. 


The boy had eyes 
the color of moss... 


... distasteful blond hair... 


And 
the boy 
had no 
..why he idea... 
looked so eS 
different a 


from the 
other 
children. 


SOMEBODY 
NEEDS TO DO 
SOMETHING 
ABOUT THAT 
PLACE! 


HEARD 
YA BROKE 
INTO THE 
LIBRARY 


PEOPLE FROM 
THE SLUMS 


/ YOU'RE THE 4 

| ONLY KID 

| FROM THE 

\ SLUMS WHO 

\ SHOWS UP! 5 
ye 


HIS REAL 
if NAME 
NO ONE 
KNOWS OR 
CARES! 


TT wurry! ii = 
LET'S nS Ny = z 
GET : 
OUTTA 


HERE! 


BEFORE 
WE CATCH 
ANY OF HIS 
LONG-EAR 
GERMS! 


i AHAMAHAHAWAHA 


ON YOUR 
WAY BACK 
FROM 
SCHOOL 
2? 


COULD YOU 
READ THIS 
FOR US? 
WE DON’T 


WHY’S 
The OS HE STILL 
Adventures of LIVING HERE, 
a (Olan: Gers 
was the sto ( » j 
i ; ; TO THAT FANCY 
SCHOOL OF 


of anoble 


pirate. His 
tales had 
become quite 
popularall 
across the 
continent. 


an. 
Shagrazzatand 
CU ae lel 
his crew traveled the 
ae nny YON Ty Bes 
x4 high seas, hoping to 
oa on Pag Os 


pase, * iF 
they were joined 

WAY ee ae oy 
by new faces, with 
whom they continued 

LOUE LEY CONCEAL 


s they helped soly 
Vv problems on each 
_ of the islands they 


HAH! 


I LIKE 
YOUR 
COME. 
JOIN ME SPIRIT. 
ON MY 
TRAVELS. 


He felt 
certain that 
Someday... 


...a@ hero 
would 
appear 
before him, 
too, and 
whisk him 
away from 
his awful 


He 
believed | 


We 
eee: 


gry) 
the Sums 


..worked in atea F 
gardenin the 


m4 mornings, and livedin the 
onafarmin the slums with 
afternoons. The | ° 
evenings she spent f his elder 
: onembroidery And his sister. 
j Once— ; 
Q and only nies IS 
} determined ‘ 
: once— ‘issih 
; the boy toa sind € 
w =©hadasked boy time 
her about to attend 


it. 


school... 


‘Tneedn’t 
studyin 
order 
tofind 
work.” 


"I wish for 
you the 
choices in 
| life thatI 


mine.” 


{ never hadin + 


Why 
must I 
goto 
school?” 


WN 


"Tf you but learn to 
unlock the secrets of books... 


..you can carry yourself to 
any place you wish to go.” 


GUESS I 
SHOULD 
START 
MY HOME- 
WORK... 


‘Dear 
sister...” 


“simple, 
my brother. 
You see, 
Ican 
neither 
read nor 
write.” 


AM 


az 
—_i 

frve 2) 
=O 


ul 
=z 
oy 
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=o 
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ul 
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= 
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YOU'VE WHOA, 


GOTTA LET THERE! 
ME DO MY 
HOMEWORK! 

I NEED TO 
FINISH WHILE 

IT’S STILL 

LIGHT OUT. 


THE VIEW 
UP HERE 
SURE IS 


WAY OUT 
THAT WAY, 
BEYOND THE 
HORIZON. 


IT’S A CITY 
FILLED WITH 
PEOPLE WHO 


ph CR AFTZAAK. 
LOVE BOOKS. et ae 


CITY OF 


THEY SAY 
THAT THE 
LIBRARY 


COPY OF 
EVERY 
BOOK 
IN THE 
ENTIRE 


PEOPLE 
GATHER FROM 
ALL OVER THE 

WORLD TO 

USE IT. 


THERE’S 
GOTTA BE 
ALL KINDS OF 
DIFFERENT 
RACES 
THERE. 


AN «NOBODY 
1 KOH, AS WOULD EVEN 
yore \ Oh THINK TWICE 
‘HEARD Fg ABOUT MY 
BEFORE. . EARS. 


LIBRARY 
SOMEDAY 


I MADE 


IT UP 
JUST NOW. 
MY NEW On, 
LIBRARY AFTZAAK... 


v.\\ 
ws THE 


CITY OF 
BOOKS... ! 


i SOME- 
DAY, MY 
FRIEND..,, 


AFTZAAK, 
A LIBRARY 
GREAT.,, 


COLLECTION 
FIRST-RATE! 
BECAUSE 
IT Sin 


wu THE 
BOOK 
ON YOUR 
MIND. 
AND I 
HOPE.,, 


mn AFTZAAK, 
THE PLACE 
YOU CAN 


FIND... 


Y, 


ae 


mT LL 
GET TO 
SPEND... 


ZAAK... 


LONG LAST. 
IT’S BEEN 
QUITE A 
JOURNEY 

FROM 

AFTZAAK. 


—— 
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4 ‘CAUSE — 
‘sl YOU DON’T ; [aN Hey, SE- 
STAND A Lye, DONA! 


CHANCE! 
BET I 


CAN BEAT 
YOU INTO 


=) MES || Tue TOWN! 


0) HEy/ 


NO 
FAIR 
u 


THAT WE'VE 
WASHED 
IT OFF, 

MAYBE THE 

COLOR’LL 

GO BACK TO 

NORMAL! 


GOODNESS. 
THEY DIDN'T 


HE’S STILL | | fa | GET MET. 


ALL PALE! 


HEY, 
YOU THINK 


FACE IS 
SO WHITE, 
WE 
FIGURED 
IT MUST BE 
COVERED IN 
CHALK! 


SHOULDN'T 
SOMEBODY 


WORKIN’ 
SO HARD 
JUST SO A 
BRAINLESS 
FREAK LIKE 
YOU CAN 
G0 TO 
AS IF SCHOOL. 
YOU'RE 
EVER 
GONNA 
GET ANY 
BETTER! 


LOOK. 
HE’S 
CRYING! 


IGNORING 
US AFTER 
WE TRIED 
TO HELP 
YOU OUT. 


MAN, 
YOUR 
SISTER 
SURE IS 
STUPID, 
THOUGH. 


WHAT THE 
MATTER, 
BIROU? 


+» ABOUT 
WHAT 
SHE GOES 
THROUGH 
TO SEND 
ME TO 
SCHOOL! 


ve MAKE 
FUN 

OF MY 

SISTER 


I CAN'T 

HEAR YOU 

WITH THAT 
PUNY 
VOICE OF 


WHAT’S 


GET HIS 
TEXTBOOKS! 
HE WON’T 
SHOW UP 
TO SCHOOL 
ANYMORE 
IF WE RIP 


Ul 


x 


WHAT'S Sr BHKEFF 
GOING— IL 


DISAGREE- 


SOMETIMES MENTS 
WHEN THEY ARE A FACT 
HAPPEN... OF LIFE. 


BUT TO 
HAVE IT 


HOWEVER, 


THERE’S 
NO HONOR 
GOING TO IN GANGING 
FIGHT, UP ON 
THEN SOMEONE. 
FIGHT 


FAIR. 


IF I’M NOT 
MISTAKEN, 
THIS IS A 
HYRON 
VILLAGE. 


THE HERO 
OF A STORY IS 
ALWAYS A BIT 

DIFFERENT FROM 

EVERYONE ELSE. 


IF 8 Cala 
ANYTHING, fy) ff ee 
I'D SAY 
THOSE EARS 
SUIT YOU 
QUITE WELL. 

THEY’RE 
UNIQUE, 


GIVE ME. 


believed 
with 
all his 


= 


of 
ed 


Ka % 
BE 


iy 


ae 
Sesonete 


..SOmMe- 
day... 


<+ Magus of the Library +7 
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cad 
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were the 
special few 
tasked with 
preserving 

its vast 
collection. 


containa 
copy of 

every book 
known 

continent. 


destination || 
for book 

lovers from 
the world 


eg 
pee aed 
ie 


ws vmea 9 
eer Hats stern a ING, 
Serre er0n. Fe ans reiRIA Bi | 
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ach 


they were 
known 
simply 
as the 
kafna. 


TERRIBLY 
ASHAMED 
I COULDN'T 
PROVIDE A 
MORE FITTING 
WELCOME! 


YES, YES, 
OF COURSE! 
WE'VE 
ALREADY 
ARRANGED 
ROOMS AT THE 
VILLAGE'S 


MY, 
BUT YOU 
MUST BE 

TIRED FROM 
YOUR LONG 
JOURNEY! 


AREN’T 
HERE TO 


PLEASE! 


YOU NEEDN'T 
TROUBLE 
YOURSELVES 
OVER US. 


INTERRUPT 
YOUR 
USUAL 

DUTIES. 


WE SIMPLY 
THOUGHT YOU 
MIGHT BE ABLE 

TO DIRECT US TO 
SOME LOCAL 
ACCOMMODA- 


AS EXPLAINED 
IN THE LETTER WE 
SENT, INSPECTION 
OF THE LIBRARY IS 
NOT THE PRIMARY 
PURPOSE OF OUR 

EXPEDITION. 


Do oN oN oN oN ONY oo oo Woo oo 


CENTRAL LIBRARY, LIAISONS OFFICE 
ANZU KAVISHMAF 


Do oh oath oth of Bohs oath oth oth oh oa, offs 


I'LL GO 
LET THEM 
KNOW 


Pleasing 
customers had 


The reason 


become second YOU'VE . 
‘ ARRIVED! behind the 
nature to him 5 
And, more ; caretaker’s 
. pantie h from his long . 
i nf . A Ce days spent asa obsequity 
OOS OVENS merchant. was simple 
relationship 
with the Central 
Library to 


consider. 


Men dreamed of 
amassing great 


This was an 


To run these ; age in which 
branches, they piece i 
turned féithose sabe aaa 
successful many books 
: local nobles 
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE | merchants conferred 
AND DISTRIBUTION and merchants, 5 ‘abl: d 
OF NEW VOLUMES . nvaria urne 
offering financial : : : bye i status and 
assistance and Met Gie en inons prestige. 


knowledge about to books. 


the care of books. 


These caretakers 
agreed to abide 
by a set of 
principlesknown 


Meanwhile, the 


caer Central Library 
as the Library worked to establish 
Code, vitae were branches throughout 
thus installed the continent, 
as the heads of hoping to bring books 
their respective to as much of the 
branches. population as could 


be managed. 


ee “a ee 
This small branch in the village of Amun: 

ee was one such library, constructed through 
PES oe eres i i poet i 

 . the support of the Central Library. 
yy ; ue biped | as | 


YES, 
I'M 
SURE 


I IMAGINE ite 


READING 
IS NOTA 
COMMON 
HABIT HERE 
EVEN AMONG 
THOSE WHO 
ARE ABLE. 


WITH THE 
CHILDREN! 


NOTHING IS 
MORE VITAL 
THAN MAKING 
BOOKS A PART 
OF EVERYDAY 
LIFE FOR THE 
ADULTS OF 
TOMORROW! 


Librarians at 
local branches 
were primarily 
chosen 
from among 
women in the 
community 
able toread 
and write... 


..as the budget 
was simply 
not available 
to hire men 
from the 
intellectual 
class to fulfill 
such duties. 


HUMBLE 


COMMUNITY 


AND INA 


IT’S ONLY 
BEEN A YEAR 
SINCE WE 
OPENED OUR 
DOORS. 


SUCH AS 


Ly OURS, I’M 
AFRAID THERE 
ARE BUT FEW 


WHO CAN 


Vv 


I’M SURE IT’S 
HARD TO KEEP 
UP WITH SUCH 
A LIMITED 
STAFF, TOO. 


CAN'T EXPECT 
LIBRARIANS 
SO FAR FROM 
THE CITY TO 
HAVE ALL THE 
SAME SKILLS 


WE'RE STILL 
NOT SEEING 
TOO MANY 
USERS HERE, 


SIMPLY 
BUILDING 
A LIBRARY 
ISN'T 
ENOUGH 
TO GET THE 
PEOPLE 


ESTABLISH READING. 


BOOKS AS 
PART OF 
DAILY LIFE, 
WE MUST... 


WHAT 
N I’M MOST 


ny CONCERNED 
ad) ABOUT 
SAN | HERE IS THE 
AHS CONDITION 


OF THE 
VOLUMES. 


REPAIRS ARE 
COMPLETELY 


ae The Necessities for | 


SE Restoration Work QUITE 


DEDICATED 


I DISAGREE! 
THIS CANNOT 
BE TOLERATED! 
I'LL BE USING 
WHAT TIME I 
HAVE TO LECTURE 
THE BRANCH 
LIBRARIANS 
ON PROPER 
TECHNIQUE. 


meas : > 


WHEN IT IS 
TIME TO 
DEPART! 


THAT'S THE 
FE) RESTORATIONS 
OFFICE FOR 


Be \. REPAIR TISSUE 


‘. 


. 
é STARCH PASTE \ 
Fe oN AY ™ 


4 oe A 
a. > rm Sy, 
a s \ Kc Ve a és wr 
LARGE COTTON ye 
BALLS VAL 


REPAIRING 
BOOKS |S THE 
ESSENCE OF THE 
LIBRARIAN'S 
WORK. 


CENTRAL LIBRARY, RESTORATIONS OFFICE 
NANAKO WATTLE 


Th cath oth off © AT ods od Ts OAT OAT oT © TT © TT oT © Bo oT oA 


~ WZ 
INVOLVES SG \} MOST BASIC I 
APPLYING PROCEDURE UNDERSTAND 
TISSUE" 10 Fae THAT YOU'RE 

REPAIR OF A 

Tee SO onee THING YOUR 
THE TORN Bole 
SECTION. 


*REPAIR TISSUE: BUT YOU 
Thin, oe REALLY 
ajehuaaies MUST READ 
Sencar Nae THROUGH 
washi paper. : THE CARE 
ian , MANUAL 
HERE, MORE 


TAKE A THOROUGHLY. 
LOOK 
AT THIS 


REPAIR. 


RATHER 
THAN 
CUTTING, 
TEAR THE 
TISSUE 
OUT BY 
HAND. 


THE ROUGH 


EDGES AND 
STRAY FIBERS 
OF THE TORN 

PIECE HELP 

THE REPAIR 

BLEND INTO 

THE PAGE. 


SET THE 
PREPARED 
STRIP 
AGAINST 


PRESSURE 
WITH THE 
COTTON 
BALL WHILE 
ALSO WIPING 


WHEREAS CAREFUL, 
CONSISTENT REPAIRS 
TEND TO ENCOURAGE 


SUBSEQUENT READERS 
TO TREAT A BOOK 
MORE KINDLY. 


BUT 
WHAT IT 
ACTUALLY 
DOES |S 
MAKE 
THE REPAIR 


STAND OUT. 


THIS ISN’T 
GOOD 


TECHNIQUE. 


YES, MA’AM. —\ 
I FIGURED THAT 


WOULD GIVE IT 
1 CLEANER i ree 
\\_ APPEARANCE ga 
OUT THIS 
PIECE OF 
TISSUE, 


DIDN’T 


AS YOU 
PASTE, USE 
PERPENDICULAR 
STROKES TO 
PULL THE 
FIBERS OUT- 
WARD FROM 
THE STRIP. 


EXAMINE 
BOTH SIDES 
BEFORE 
APPLYING. 
MAKE THE 
REPAIR ON 
THE LESS 
CONSPICUOUS 
SIDE. 


EVEN MINOR 
TEARS SHOULD 
BE ADDRESSED 

IMMEDIATELY. 
UNCARED-FOR 
BOOKS GET 
TREATED AS 
POORLY AS THEY 

LOOK. IT’S A 
VICIOUS CYCLE. 


PLACE = 
A SHEET OF es 
WERE YOU es BLOTTING PAPER AND PRECISE..*AND YET 
ABLE TO RES 5 OVER THE REPAIR, fy SHE WORKS SO QUICKLY. 

GRASP THE , AND THAT THEN CLOSE THE . 
TECHNIQUES | CONCLUDES BOOK AND KEEP 

2 / THE MOST IT UNDER THE 

. BASIC REPAIR WEIGHT UNTIL 


THE GLUE 
PROCEDURE. ete 


all 2 run 
She ough 
it OnE 
tore: 


THAT TOO 
FAST? MY 
APOLOGIES. 


I'VE GONE ON TO THIS DURING 
SPECIALIZE IN TH INITIAL 
THIS WORK AS APPRENTICE- 
PART OF THE SHIP... 
RESTORATIONS 

OFFICE, I MIGHT 

BE A LITTLE 
OUT OF TOUCH 
WITH THE 
NORM... 


What you dla! 
just now?’ 


r=(h. 2, 
aaj 


HOW FAST 
DO YOU 


ALL RIGHT. USUALLY 
T'LL USE WORK... ?/ 
THESE BOOKS 
FROM THE 
RETURNS 
igZEMdA Sn SHELF TO 
Bos 2 DEMON- 
Sak STRATE. 
OS 


REMEMBER, 


THERE ARE 

ULTIMATELY 
TANS YOU WANT 

BOOKS TO AIM TO 

OF COURSE, WAITING WORK AT 
TN STL. Just THEIR LEAST THIS 

THE OLDER QUICKLY. 

CENTRAL LI- 


BRARIANS 
ARE A LOT 
FASTER. 


YOU 
HEARD 
WHAT THE 
LIBRARIANS 


OH, QUIT SAID! 


KICKING UP 


THERE ARE 
LOTS OF OTHER 
READERS WAITING 
FOR THE NEWEST 
VOLUME OF THE 

PIRATE STORY! 
YOU HAVE TO 
WAIT YOUR 
TURN 


Ul] 


KG) 


THERE = \ 
ARE SO MANY 
STORIES I WISH 
I COULD 
ERASE FROM MY 
MIND AND 
EXPERIENCE 


CAN YOU 
PUT ME AT 
THE FRONT 


WHO 
ARE YOU 


TO BE?! 


leg 
you're 
grorn around 
rere! 


| | TROUBLES 
“ub W-1| GO AWAY! 


a 
CENTRAL LIBRARY, 
PROTECTIONS OFFICE 


SEDONA BLEU 


Dem eA ody Ay Ss os Te 
b BREE & 


WAITING A fac A 
BREEZE) agp 4e PLEASE 
i] ) : EXCUSE MY 

SON'S RUDE 

BEHAVIOR, 
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UNFOLDING 
ATA 
SCHOOL OF 
WIZARDRY 


A STORY 
OF TWO 
BROTHERS 
MASTERING 
ALCHEMY : 


ABOUT AN 
EPIC TALE OF 
WARRIORS 
FIGHTING 
AGAINST 
HORDES OF 


GOING TO 
GET YOUR 


LW, 
it 


LSE 


Se, 


DISCOVER 
A WHOLE 
NEW 


AH, BUT 
THE ONLY 
REASON 
YOU FEEL 
lS THAT WAY 
BECAUSE 
YOU HAVE 
YET TO LEARN 
OF ALL 
THE OTHER 
WONDERFUL 
BOOKS 
seg FOR 


GOTTA DO 
IS HEAD OUT 
ON ANOTHER 
ADVENTURE! 


SHAGRAZ- 
ZAT! 


ALL YOU'VE \ 


\ 


STRANGE 
INDI- 
VIDUAL 


duties 
of the 
Central 
Librarians 
were 
many... 


In brief, 
they 
managed 
books all 
across the 
continent. 


Itinvolved 
atest 
that many 


ian attempted, 


but few 
could pass. 


I'D 
ALWAYS 
IMAGINED 
KAFNA 
TO BE 
MORE... 
RESERVED 


on 


WOW... 
KAFNA, 


LIBRARIANS 
FROM THE 
CITY OF 


IT 
MATTERS 
NOT! 
NOTHING 
INSPIRES ME 
MORE THAN 
A CHILD 


BURSTING 
WITH THE 
DESIRE 
TO READ! 


wf TOM 
maintaining 
and curating 
collections, to 
distributing 
books across 
the land. 


To join their 
ranks was a 
notoriously 
difficult task. 


talented 
individuals 
who went 
on to serve 
within the 
Central 


Library’s 
ooeWETE walls... 
known 

everywhere 

they went as 
kafna— 
keepers of 

Specialized 

knowledge. 


SAKIYA! 
THERE 
YOU 
ARE! 


\ i 
: wee > IT SOUNDS 
THe PART ws | HOW FAR : Be) LIKE MY 
WHERE ; DID YOU |} souNDS LIKE a DAD’S GONNA 
I GET IN HE’LL BE AWAY 1 / f BE AROUND 


f .\ TDON'T THINK / 
TOMORROW. qq \'\ IL CAN SNEAK / 


\ 
\ 
| 
| 
I 


ia WASN'T THE 
RE story oF 
YEAH! ‘THE KING- 


a werd a a ree - can 
REALL r cH fis oy ols 
wis! A dren oe F . SAKIVA MENES 
Tabet MCP wl is bodied dha oh aon od a a 
Nl 
\ 


THANKS anyway, 
FOR | IWOULDN’T | 

ALWAYS , WANT HIM I 
“ah CATCHING 

a \\ ME HERE, F 
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I CAN'T woes 
WAIT UNTIL | 
THEY PACK | : uel A 
UP AND PAIN... 


f CENTR EXCEPT FOR MY -— 4 ALL 
THE CENTRAL g | : 

LIBRARY'S DARLING LITTLE " 2 Brie ae ‘ THEY TALK 
BEHIND THE SAKIYA, OF asm fe ONDERSTAND ABOUT IS 
POPULARITY COURSE. QAR 2) wucu oF WHAT GETTING 
eel SHE'S I / THEY READ TO MORE 


can't THey WHAT'S 
JusT Leave NAME. 
WELL 
ENOUGH 
ALONE? 


I’LL BE 
RIGHT 
THERE! 


And! SC, 
clever: 


CARETAKER 
MENES! 
T HAVE A FEW 
QUESTIONS 
ABOUT THE 
CATALOG! 


— sthhes 


pas speciaL, © Niussee BEGIN WITH! CHILDREN 


«BUT TO READ 
NOTHING’S on 
HARDER ON A 
BOOK THAN 
THE HANDS 
OF A LITTLE 
BRAT. 


BOOKS 
HAVE BEEN 
AND ALWAYS 
WILL BE ITEMS 
MEANT FOR 
COLLECTION BY 
INTELLIGENT, 


COULD’VE 
TALKED 
MORE 
WITH 
SAKIYA 


LOOKS LIKE 
THE NUKU 
BIRDS ARE 
SWOOPING 
DOWN LOW 


lis 


De Speak 


/ 
I 
1 
i 
| 
\ 
\ 


\ 
\ 


\ 

TIME THEY 
TODO | WENT OFF 
ALITTLE | SOMEWHERE 
DIGGING! = AND JUST 


Lif 


THE 


VISITORS’ 
BAGS 
LOOKS 
LIKE THEY \ ARE JUST 
CAME FROM \ SITTING 
THE CITY. | 
BET THEY | 
GOTSOME / 
NICE STUFF! 


-t 
\ 


LEFT THEM! 


ON 
SECOND 
THOUGHT 


“KAFNA”, 
HUH? 


WONDER IF 
THEY GET TO 
READ BOOKS 

WHILE THEY 

WORK, 


Lucky! 


THAT’S 
THE 
HORSE 


HEY, DO 
YOU KNOW 
WHEN YOUR 

MASTER 

WILL GET 


protect the? 
ere 
‘world itself. 


Ny 
ee 


Wey) 


Hf 
Hl 


WHOA! If 


SAU CANT 
higyh BELIEVE 


| He’donly 
So the ..and the (| just begun | 
boy was story had toread... |- 
unsure} notyet |}; _ 
what had featured |\  ~ 
prompted || anygreat | 
his tears. 


READING A 


STRANGER’'S US 1 TSK, TSK! 
BOOK Wu Dk 


NAUGHTY, 
) NAUGHTY! 


I KNEW IT! 


YOU I SAN NEVER SEEN 
SHOULD'VE // \A A 
SEEN YOUR /7 

FACE! ‘ 


WARSAW AEDS AR AE AERA ARR AE AREA EAA AERA ARES | 


CENTRAL LIBRARY, RESTORATIONS OFFICE 
PIPIRI PILBERRY 


of 


BoA Als ols Als os As oA oA Os A OA OATS OA iN 


SPEAKING 

OF WHICH, | 
LOOKS LIKE ny PN | 

5 | BRAT [BEEN oS 
THE BOOK’S | BA | ey queen FESS 
OWNER IS : Nel | aN eS 
: BIE] you THE 2 

COMING eM | youre 

BACK NOW. [Ed | TIME. 
ThetA Fen in cnarge 


Of Our 
sturF 


; TIME —_PIPIRI 
£ TO MOVE 
YOU'RE {ies — | OUR THINGS. 


Tee pe THEY FOUND 
JAS | US AN INN. 


we THIS KID 
SHOWED UP 
AND STARTED 
SCRIBBLING 


ANYWAY, 
I SAW THE 
WHOLE THING. 
HE WAS READ- 
ING, BUT HE 
4 7 HANDLED THE 
COME ON. 4 BOOK REALLY 
YOU'RE SETTING a CAREFULLY. 
TRAPS NOW? S 


Youlre the 
one causing 
mischief! 


SO BORING. 
I WAS TOTALLY 
READY TO CHEW 
HIM OUT IF HE 
CAUSED ANY 
MISCHIEF. 


I FIGURED 
IT’D GET 
RUINED IF 
I JUST 
LEFT IT... 


YOU 
LEFT YOUR 
BOOK JUST 
SITTING 
THERE, 
SEDONA. 


PIPIRI, 
YOU REALLY 
OUGHT TO 
TONE DOWN 
THE TEASING. 


I'M 
REALLY 
SORRY 
ABOUT 
READING 
WITHOUT 
PERMIS- 
I JUST SION. 
HAPPENED 


I SAW 
THE BIRDS 
CHATTERING 
ABOUT 
FOOD AND 
FLYING LOW 
TO THE 
GROUND! 
THEY 
ALWAYS 
DO THAT 
BEFORE 
IT RAINS. 


I DECIDED 
TO WAIT A WHILE, 
AND IF YOU DIDN’T 
COME BACK, I WAS 
GONNA AT LEAST 
TAKE THE BOOK 
SOMEWHERE 
WITH A ROOF. 


IT’S BEEN 
ABOUT AN 
HOUR SINCE 
I GOT HERE. 


THERE 
ISN'T A 
CLOUD IN 
SIGHT. 


TREE IN THE. - EVEN ANTS > ~ 
VILLAGE IS KNOW TO 
TOUCHED WITH PLUG UP THE, > 
MIST, AND ITS ENTRANCES ~ 
t 70 THEIR 
NESTS BEFORE 
RAINFALL, 


CHATTERING 


“"\ BRINGING THEM 


= CLOSER TO THE 

> GROUND. THE 
BIRDS MUST BE 
“AFTER THOSE 


BY 
CHECKING 
THE 
SHADOWS, 


USUALLY 
PUT DOWN A 
MARKER TO 

MEASURE HOW 
MUCH THE 
SHADOWS HAVE 


SHIFTED. 


TOO 
SMART, 
IF YOU 
ASK ME! 


HM. 
PICKED A 
LENGTH OF 


I HAVEN'T ; 
HEARD ANY fhma@/AK | CAN’T KEEP 
CLOCK BELLS, PSM AeNW Ky = TRACK OF 
AND YOU Raia TIME WHEN 
DON’T HAVE | YOU'RE 
BRIG READING A 
BOOK! 


YOU'RE 
RIGHT THAT 
I LOSE 
TRACK OF 
TIME WHEN 
READING. 


BY KEEPING 
AN EYE ON THE CLEVER, 
SHADE, YOU 
CAN KNOW THE 
TIME AND HOW 
MUCH GOOD 
WEATHER IS LEFT 
WITHOUT EVEN 
beat YOUR 


IT’S 
REALLY 
RAINING. 


WE GOT 
EVERYTHING 
MOVED IN 
THE NICK 
OF TIME. 


PROTECTING 
MY BOOK. 


I REALLY 
TREASURE 
THIS ONE. 


PASSED BY, 
IT MIGHT 
BE ALL WET 
RIGHT NOW. 


..couldn’t 


easily 
...ne’d been remember 
thanked by the last time... | 


anyone 
other than his 
sister. 


‘ YOU DID 
SOMETHING 
GOOD! 
SMILE! 
STICK OUT 


FOR ONCE, 
I ACTUALLY 
AGREE WITH 
PIPIRI. 


THIS IS A 


ONCE-IN-A- 
LIFETIME etme 
OPPORTUNITY, FOR YOUR HELP, 
IS THAT... MISS PIPIRI HERE 
SOMETHING IS GONNA DO 
TO BE PROUD YOU A LITTLE 


OF? 


THAT’S 
WHAT 
YOU 
WANT 


wAFTZAAK 
HAS A COPY 
OF EVERY 
BOOK ON 
THE WHOLE = (| 7 
CONTINENT. ARS 
ISITREALLY {| 


SHOULDER 
MASSAGE 
? 


ANSWERED 
THAT FOR 
YOU EVEN 
IF I DION’T 

OWE YOUA 
FAVOR, 


SO... 

IF YOU WANNA 
GET TECHNICAL 
ABOUT WHETHER 
IT’S GOT A COPY 
OF EEEVERY BOOK, 
WELL, THEN... 
NO. IT DOESN’T. 


MY YEARS! 
A YOUNG 
FELLER WHO'S 
INTERESTED IN 
THE CENTRAL 


! 
WE HEAR ABOUT LIBRARY! 


NEW TEXTS AND x LET’S PUT 

TRAVEL FAR AND IT LIKE THIS- 

WIDE, TO EVERY , WE'RE IN THE 

CORNER OF THE En | Cg PROCESS OF 

iz COLLECTING 

BRING ‘EM Mg we VERY BOOK. 

ALL PART = BACK TO THE ' 
OFA DAY'S ~lippapy 
WORK FOR : 
A KAFNA. 


DON’T 
IT’S NOT CALL ‘EM 
JUST BOUND “BOOKS.” 
WORKS WE'RE WE SAY 
INTERESTED TEXTS. 
IN. 


HOW'S 
THAT 
DIFFERENT 
FROMA og UNE 
BOOK? 


“CAUSE 
PROFESSOR 


LISTEN UP, 


PIPIRI’S MY SHORT- 
ABOUT TO STATURED 
START INQUIRER. 


CLASS! 


Ry Nos. 9 
Baby ates U lem Gur 
DRS «thee 


A STONE 
TABLET! 


THERE’S NO 
WAY THIS 
COUNTS AS 


A BUNCH 
OF LETTERS 
CARVED INTO 


THE FACE 
OF A ROCK, 
; Saee CONTAINING 
sancere INFORMATION 
STILL WRITTEN || NrOnarte 
HIRE THESE BY AN AUTHOR 1) pLACE WHERE 
WERE TRYING TO F eTANnE 
HISTORY'S SHARE THEIR 
THOUGHTS 


WITH THE 


«+» WOULDN'T 
WHICH LED TO IT BE CONVENIENT BUT SOON, 
THE NEXT GREAT IF WE COULD EVERYONE 
INVENTION IN CARRY THIS WAS LIKE... 


WRITING! STUFF AROUND“? 


THEY WERE 


BUT THE PRIMARILY 
FUN DOESN'T USED FOR 
STOP THERE! RECORDING 

THOSE NUMBERS. 

ANCIENT YOU KNOW, 

PEOPLE NUMBER OF 

STARTED HOURS WORKED 

LOOKING... OR WAGES PAID. 
STUFF LIKE 


«FOR SOMETHING 
EVEN HANDIER! 
SOMETHING 
EASIER TO HOLD! 
SOMETHING THAT 
DIDN'T TAKE UP SO 
MUCH SPACE! 


THAT. 


SCROLLS WERE 
A REVOLUTION IN 
WRITING! AT FIRST, 
THEY WERE MADE 
WITH ANIMAL SKINS, 
STRETCHED THIN 
AND STITCHED 
TOGETHER. 


SA ROLL UP ALL 
STILL HAD COMPACT-LIKE, 
SOME 1 4 BUT THEY HOLD 


DISADVAN- 
ITWAS A TAGES, 


REAL PAIN TO 
READ ANYTHING 
4 WRITTEN IN THE 
MIDDLE OF THE 

’ SCROLL... 


CAPACITY 


XS IS WHAT 
HE TOOK A SCROLL oe FACILITATED 
ON WHICH HE’D Q 
WRITTEN OUT SOME AN GENERAL WHO a 


BATTLE PLANS AND DIDN’T CARE 
FOLDED THE PAPER MUCH FOR LIBRARIES 
BACK AND FORTH SO SCROLLS TRIED TO REALLY 


HIS SOLDIERS COULD 
READ THROUGH IT OUT ate TAKE OFF. 


MORE QUICKLY. 


NOVEL. 


THEY’RE TOUGH, 
= THEY'RE EASY TO 
CARRY. YOU CAN 
eat WRITE A TON IN 
BEFORE, THE THEM. AND IT’S 
DESIGN OF A Cal EASY TO FLICK 
BOOK ITSELF |WI yr THROUGH TO THE 
HAS ITS VERY || INFORMATION 
OWN STORY... INSHORT, YOU NEED! 
THE DESIGN WE 
HOLD IN OUR 
HANDS TODAY 
REPRESENTS 
LIFETIMES OF 
EXPERIMENTA- 


” SAFEGUARD 
THEM 
AGAINST 


ALL 
WE ARE THREATS! 


THE IRON 
BULWARK ~. 
ON WHICH 
ALL 
WRITING 


A ASABE i 
CAN RELY! & il 
ST 


BHIN O At 
AON TEXT TAKES 
toy) (SE) IT HAS NO. 


io = SHORTAGE 


LIBRARY'S 
JOB IS SO 
MUCH MORE 
THAN 
WE LENDING 
PRESERVE BOOKS! 
TEXTS IN 
ALL THEIR 


“</ PEOPLE FROM 
AN ANCIENT TIMES 
THEY LEET TO BA\ tity “suave For 
US WERE TO i COUNTLESS 
Y HOURS JUST 
TO FINISH A 
oe f Si AN SINGLE STONE 
HARD WORK : au Mey 
WOULD 
BE LOST 
FOREVER. 


AND ONCE LOST, 
WE CAN NEVER 
EXPERIENCE THE 
THOUGHTS AND 
WORDS OF THOSE 
PEOPLE AGAIN. 


‘TO 
PROTECT 
a THAT’S 
WHY THE 
CENTRAL 
LIBRARIANS 


“lS TO 


MEANS BEING 


: | f EVEN IF IT 
PROTECT | a 


THE WORLD 
ITSELF.” 


DRAGGED ALL 
THE WAY OUT 
TO SOME 
PODUNK TOWN 
LIKE THIS! 


“TO 


‘ PROTECT 
Vv A TEXT...” 
THEY’RE 
SOME 
OF THE <i 
OPENING 
LINES. y 


NORMALLY, 


I DON’T TAKE ASI SAID 
IT OUTSIDE BEFORE, 
BUT FOR IN pee I REALLY 
: TREASURE 
Of eee rene LOON'T WANT BUTIWAS TREASURE 
LOUGHT TO —«- TO LOSE IT. THINKING JUST 
| BRING IT WITH ihe Yreee 
Z\ ME ON THIS 
ee BEHIND LIKE 


EXCURSION. 
XCURSION / THAT. 


EG: 
Ae 


ce AND By WHEN WE 
as = : GOT INTO TOWN, 
= : AS I WAS THE FIRST THING 
‘ UNLOADING I DID WAS 
cane = THINGS, BY CHANCE, UNLOAD THE 
“ T I HAPPENED WE'D STOPPED LUGGAGE FROM 
ABOUT IT, TO SET AT THAT OUR MOUNTS. 
AND LEAVE IT MY BOOK PARTICULAR I FIGURED THEY 
UNATTENDED DOWN... QUIET SPOT, MUST BE TIRED 
FOR ALL WHERE THERE FROM THE LONG 
THAT TIME. WEREN'T HE JOURNEY. 
TOO MANY [9 =e at 
= PASSERSBY. g ~ ‘aaa 


Yer, 
= FO IT’S KINDA FUNNY, 
Ei q DON’T YOU THINK? 
THERE’S NO WAY I 
ON THIS COULD EVER LEAVE 
PARTICULAR THIS BOOK BEHIND. 
DAY, IN THIS IT’S TOO SPECIAL 


.\ PARTICULAR TO ME. 


PLACE, I DID. 


«+e THIS BOOK 
WANTED YOU 
TO READ IT. 


\ fp mmm? GA] 
WHAT IF IT yes Vif ff, 
LS TA 
WAS FATE fe VEY 
THAT LED ABR yy, 
YOU TO 
PICK IT UP 
TODAY? 


you're | pig AW, 


RIGHT. | v/ FORGETFUL = GIMM 


1 FORGOT 
yy HERE JUST 
BT EOOS I 74 FORGOT 


ABOUT IT! BRE AK | 


BUT 
CHALKING 

UP ALL THE 

EVENTS THAT \K 

SO HERE. | °/ IGNORE 
FORGETFUL- THIS MOUTH! 


lS SO < DESTINED 
UNINSPIR- Dp a 
ING. | 


we MAKES IT 
SEEM THAT 
MUCH MORE 
SPECIAL. 
WOULDN'T 
YOU AGREE, 
MY YOUNG 
FRIEND? 


THE THOUGHT 
THAT PERHAPS 
FATE BROUGHT 
US THIS 
MOMENT... 


AS IF THE 
LETTERS 
DIS- 


SOLVED 
AND 
MIXED IN © 
WITH MY 


VISION... 


SHOOTING: 

THE SCENES 
“THEY 

©: DESCRIBED 

"STRAIGHT 

INTO MY EYES! 


I WAS INSIDE 
THAT BOOK! 


EVERY NEW BOOK IS A 
PORTAL TO THE UNKNOWN, 


se AND 
HESITATE 
ABOUT 
WHETHER 
TO DIVE IN. 


BUT THE 
TRULY SPECIAL 
TALES HAVE NO 

REGARD FOR 
THE READER'S 
INTENTIONS. 


Sainte 


a oes 


RRRHHS 
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<+ Magus of the Library +7 


ya — 


The activities of the Central Library are split among12 
divisions known as “Offices.” This expedition includes | 
librarians from three. | 


ZI TS er 


<< 


FIL. TAY aE 


SAN 


aN 


WAS E LE 
SS 2 Sa We 


eZ 
— 


Se A NE AS 


(ANON 


LE 


LS 


t mind, 
ut her Stall | 
mrepatring 
books is | 
matched. 


ISSA ICG TA RRS 


\ PROTECTIONS OFFICE 
\// #& © NWN 
Exercises control over the 
‘movement and possession of y 
illegal texts: Intervenes . ‘ * 
Rien . Ae and ancient texts 
against attempts to steal ae eat 
. valuable books. ae Ras ea 
Nene 


\ iS , 
‘Also conducts operations to 

LS MANNS ” LTS AYN 

acquire newly discovered books. 


MSS / 


NN N AN Z 
LIAISONS OFFICE RESTORATIONS OFFICE 
TBRY Tl dotceteuctes | 
Cooperates with local residents to Concerned with the 
establish new regional brancHes ' mending of lent books 
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LOOK 
OUT... 
IT’S THE 
LONG- 
EARS... 


UGH. ISN’T IT 
BAD LUCK OR 
SOMETHING IF 
HE WAS THE LONG-EARS 


LOOKIN’ \ CROSSES YOUR 
PRETTY SMUG. |. 
WHAT'S HE GOT 
TO BE HAPPY 


THOUGHT 
MAYBE YOU'D 


GET HOME 
EARLY ‘CAUSE |. M4d 
OF THE RAIN. [1 


I CAN'T 
WAIT TO 
TELL HER 
ABOUT 
TODAY! 


IT WAS 
A RAINY 
DAY 1 
ol 


WHEN I 
BECAME f 
AWARE 


OF A 
LIT VAENA 
PAR 


READ A 
WONDROUS 
BOOK... 


‘LIBRARY, | \ Ze 
ANYWAY, : LIBRARY. 


/ T WANNA 

KNOW WHAT 
HAPPENS 
NEXT... 


IF THEY 
ONLY GAVE 
ME A CHANCE, 

THEY D SEE. 


_ I WOULDN’ 


I WOULDN'T 


vA by 
att ™ 
% 


by 


TT Shy, 


ARE 
YOU 


ILL 
dil 


I-I GUESS 

FIRST LIFT 

HER INTO 
BED...! 


WHAT’S 


WRONG 
2 


WHAT 
SHOULD 
IDO 


we 
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...understood 
just how 
powerless 
he really 
was. 


va ever 
( before... 
ae, 


At that 
moment 


SURELY 
THE MOST 
HANDSOME 
STEED IN 
THE WHOLE, 

WIDE 

WORLD! 


YOU JUST 
LIKE BEING 
DIFFICULT, 


We DONT Have 
© MONEY FOR Ave 


/ 
I NEED DOC tsi ” 


A GROWN-UP. 
WHO CAN HELP... 


OH, BIROU, 
YOU’RE SO 
HANDSOME, 
ARENT YOU 


UH! HEY, 
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FIRST, 

AND WE HAVE |. 
THIS IS | sumar 
PX) HENBANE. [/ 


VA OS ayy 


: an Z. - OF 
wANHERB ihe ey ‘ THE FAMILY 
THAT'S BEEN a SOLANACEAE. 
VERY LONG TIME =o SPECIAL TOXIN TO j HERB THAT AFFECTS 
BY THE RAKTA = DETER PREDATORS. “y AY {THE CENTRAL 
PEOPLE, THEY = =11 © O11 IN LARGE DOSES, ie NERVOUS SYSTEM, 

CALL IT THE | fo IT HAS A Sy INDUCING 


“SLEEPING F \ fog 
princess. {eigen | cee MAL nOrENC : \ PARALYSIS. 


CAREFULLY — & aa TYPICALLY, 
ADMINISTERED, — \ eV . { ALL THREE ARE 
PLANTS THAT | ~— REGARDED AS 
THE MORE NORMALLY ee Se Fo POISONOUS. 
TOXIC THE PARALYZE THE \ i NN BUT IN 
PLANT, THE BODY'S MUSCLES : | SMALL DOSES, 
MORE POTENT INSTEAD SIMPLY a & THEY HAVE 
A MEDICINE EASE PAIN AND =: Ce, \ QUITE USEFUL 
IT 1S WHEN AID REST. i. ee: 4\, PROPERTIES. 
ADMINISTERED See N 
CORRECTLY. 


THIS IS A NEXT, WE WE'LL ADD 
WE'LL MEDICINAL WHEN SPOON THE SOME RED 
HAVE HER TEA HALF THE MIXTURE ALGAE 
DRINK {T PASSED WATER HAS Be sure INTOA SAGE, AND 
IN THREE DOWN BOILED AWAY, TEAPOT E i R 
Boers BY THE REMOVE THE PLEBHORT 
RAKTA 
EVENING, , TONIC FROM 
MORNING, HEAT AND 
THEN STRAIN. 


NOON. 


+ CHOP 
IT FINELY, 
AND GENTLY 
MASH IN 
SOME 
GARLIC AND 
GINGER 


HEAT FOR 
ABOUT 30 
MINUTES. 
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WE 


HARDLY as 
HAVE YEAH. YOU 
ANY THAT'S |) SAID 
MONEY, ' SHE’S 
SHE BUT... YOUR 
WORKS FROM SISTER 
THE MOMENT ? 


SHE WAKES w. AND SHE 
UP TO THE HIDES HOW 
MOMENT SHE HARD THINGS 
GOES TO BED, REALLY ARE 
JUST SOI FOR HER... 

CAN GO TO 


SCHOOL... 


...asked 
no more 
about the 
boy’s 
family. 


THERE 
ARE NO 
SYMPTOMS 
OF FOOD 
POISONING, 
AND I DON’T 
THINK IT’S 
INFECTIOUS. 
SHE SHOWS 
NO SIGN OF 
INFLAMMATION. 


BUT FROM 
YOUR WORDS, 
I SUSPECT SHE’S 
MALNOURISHED. 
SHE MUST HAVE 
<#\ COLLAPSED FROM 
oe FATIGUE. 


IT'S A 
NOT BOOK DESCRIBES 
QUITE. THAT HOW TO 
IT’S TURNS IDENTIFY 
MERELY A YOU DISEASES 
BECOMING SOURCE OF INTO A BASED ON 
ADOCTOR —KNOWL- DOCTOR SYMPTOMS 
REQUIRES EDGE. a1 AND HOW TO 


EXPERIENCE, 


c CONCOCT 
VARIOUS 
REMEDIES. 


IS A VERY 


EVERYONE IN Moor. 
THE VILLAGE BUT IT’S 
MADE USE AVAILABLE 
OF IT, IT FOR LOAN 
COULD WELL AT THE 
SAVE MANY LIBRARY. 


LIVES. 


HERE 
ARE 
FOUR 
SILVER 
PIECES. 


THESE TO 
BUY HER 
SOMETHING 
NUTRI- 
TIOUS. 


su MEDICINE. 
BUT NOW 
MONEY 


EXPLAIN Ki | 
IT. | 


FOR IT TO 
WORK WELL, 
SHE'LL ALSO 
NEED 
NOURISHING 
FOOD. 


THE 
MEDICINE 
WE MADE 
NOW WILL 


MEDICINE 
IS ALREADY 
THANKS 
ENOUGH! 


WE'LL LET 
HER REST. 
HOW ABOUT 
WE GO SIT 
OVER THERE 
AND TALK? 


su THERE’S 
A SYSTEM 
IN PLACE 
CALLED 
ALMS- 
GIVING. 


wlT’S TRUE 
THAT NOT 
EVERYONE 
BELIEVES 
ALMS TO BE 
A GOOD 
THING. 


IN SUCH 
COMMUNITIES, 
THOSE 
STRUGGLING 
FOR MONEY 
READILY 
ACCEPT THE 


TAKE THIS 
MONEY, 
OR EVEN 

CONSIDER 
IT YOUR 

RIGHT TO 
DO SO. 


MUNITIES 
A BIT 
LARGER 
THAN THIS 


AND 
THE POOR 
HAVE A 
RIGHT TO 
RECEIVE 
THEM. 


IT’S FINE! 
TAKE IT! 
YOU SAVED 
MY BOOK FROM 
THE RAIN TODAY, 
NOT TO MENTION 
BIROU AND THE 
OTHERS. THINK OF 
IT AS MY WAY OF 
SAYING THANKS! 


THE 
WEALTHY 
HAVE A 
RESPONSI- 
BILITY 
TO GIVE 
ALMS.., 


TURN MADE 
HIM PROUD. 


50, FOR 
EXAMPLE, A 
PERSON WHO 

BEHAVES 
PROUDLY MAY 

NOT HAVE 
ALWAYS BEEN 
SO FROM 
BIRTH. 


THERE |S 
A CERTAIN 
PHILOSO- 
PHER WHO 
WROTE... 


we THAT IN 
PEOPLE, 
BEHAVIOR 


WHO STAR AS 
THE HEROES 
OF STORIES 

EARNED THOSE 

ROLES BY 

ACTING LIKE 


THOSE WHO 
ARE BRAVE 
BECAME SO 
BY ACTING 
BRAVELY. 


PRECEDES 
NATURE. 


HEROES. 


ww AND 
WORDS TO 
ULTIMATELY, HABITS TO ACTIONS... BEHAVIOR 


NATURE NATURE. 


THOUGHTS 
FORMS ACTIONS LEAD TO THOUGHTS, 


OUR FATE. TO HABITS... WORDS... 


PERHAPS 
THERE ARE 
oe SOME WHO 
AT FIRST 
THAT'S ONE BUT pesca ae 


WAY OF AS THEY TRY TAKING 
THINKING. CONTINUED =a ms Just 


TO BOW 
THEIR HEADS «= Nee 


AND EXTEND 
THEIR HANDS 
IN HUMBLE 
RECEIPT... 


ww THEIR 
POSTURE, 
ee PERSONALLY NATURE, 
1 DON’T THINK AND EVEN 
WHICH YOU IT’S WRONG FATE BEGAN 
ARE TRYING : TO ACCEPT TO SOLIDIFY 
TO CONDUCT w | ALMS EVERY INTO THOSE 
YOURSELF. 4 : ONCE IN A { = OFA 


BEGGAR. 


I 
WANT TO 
ACCEPT 
THEM... 
JUST TO 
HELP MY 
SISTER 

RECOVER! 


PRETENDING 
YOU NEVER 


YOU CANNOT 
FILL AN EMPTY 
STOMACH 
ON MORALS 
ALONE. 


I WON'T 
ACCEPT 
WHAT I 
HAVEN'T 
EARNED! 


WHAT FOUR 
SILVER 
PIECES ARE 


IT’S 
N 


SUM EASILY 
ny EARNED 
{ ! 4 BY A CHILD 
: \ PERFORM- 
ING SIMPLE 


I TAKE 
IT YOU 
DON’T 
NEED 
THOSE 
SILVER 
PIECES? 


THE REASON 
FOR THEIR HIGH 
PRICE WAS THE 
GREAT AMOUNT 
OF TIME THEY 
REPRESENTED. 
EVERY BOOK 
WAS WRITTEN 
z) OUT BY HAND. 


WITH THE 


THINGS DEVELOPMENT 
WHICH ARE OF PLANT-BASED 
COMMON 
cou PAPERS AND 
jas PRINTING PRESSES 
a WITH MOVABLE 
~N TYPE, BOOKS 
—- WERE SUDDENLY 
ate MUCH EASIER TO 
e PRODUCE IN GREAT 
THINGS QUANTITIES, AND 
HARD TO THEIR VALUE FELL 


SHARPLY. 


SKILLS AND 
INFORMATION 
CAN HAVE 
VALUE, TOO, 
IF THEY 
ARE NOT 
COMMONLY 
KNOWN. 
NOT TO 
MENTION, 
THE 
MEDICINE A 
DOCTOR HAS 
1S CRUCIAL, 
TOO. 


SO, TELL ME... 
WHAT RESOURCE 
DO YOU HAVE 
THAT CAN MATCH 
THOSE COINS’ 

VALUE? 


WHAT’S MORE, 
BOOKS OF FINE 
QUALITY WERE 
WRITTEN UPON 
SHEETS OF 
ANIMAL SKIN, 
A MATERIAL 
BOTH DIFFICULT 
TO OBTAIN AND 
DIFFICULT TO 
PREPARE. 


LONG AGO, 
THE VALUE OF 
A BOOK WAS 
SAID TO EQUAL 
THAT OF A 
MOUNTAIN 
OF GOLD. 


MONKS OF 

A CERTAIN 
SECT, FOR 
EXAMPLE, WERE 
SAID TO NEED 
A YEAR AND A 
HALF TO WRITE 
OUT ONE NEW 
COPY OF THEIR 
SACRED TEXTS. 


DOCTORS 
POSSESS 
CERTAIN 

SKILLS NOT 

KNOWN BY 

OTHERS. 


CISELY 
! 


SO... IS THAT WHY 
IT COSTS SO MUCH 
TO SEE A DOCTOR? 
BECAUSE THERE 
AREN'T VERY 
MANY OF THEM? 


I’D LIKE TO 
HONOR YOUR 
SINCERITY. I'D 
LIKE TO FIND A 
WAY TO PAY YOU 

THOSE SILVER 
PIECES IN A FAIR 
TRANSACTION. 


YOU 
HAVEN'T 
GRASPED 


DO NOT 
TRIVIALIZE 
YOURSELF. 


THERE |S 
SOMETHING 
ONLY 
YOU ARE 
CAPABLE 
OF. 


SKILLS AND 
INFORMATION 
CAN HAVE 
VALUE, TOO, 
IF THEY 
ARE NOT 
COMMONLY 


And the 
following day, if 
recovery seemed 
nigh, he would 
take the kafna to 
see his secret 
Spot. 


PERFECT! 


I'LL 
TAKE THAT 
TRADE! 


The boy 
would stay 
home to 
care for his 
sister that 
night. 


The boy 
and the 
kafna 
hadan 
agreement. 


THE PLACE 
WITH THE 
BEST VIEW IN 
THE WHOLE 
VILLAGE! 
NO ONE 
ELSE KNOWS 
ABOUT IT! 


SEDONA! 

WE WERE 

ae) BEGINNING 
TO WONDER 
WHERE YOU 


og Oy el 
SOMETHING MEETING MAY ; THE BOY 


ABOUT ALL NOT SEEM LIKE \\"\\ Wa WAS IN 
THESE \S 7 aim 
I'M AFRAID \\_ RIDICULOUS Bae. WS Rl ROE 
IT'S JUST THE \\DRAMATICS? eel TER C 
ee ?) | THE CHANCE THAT AAAS IN LIFE Is ut 
IT COULD GO \ Oe SPECIAL. HIM OUT 
THE ILLNESS. ON TO CHANGE . 
THE FATE OF 
THE WORLD. 


WELL, WE 
CERTAINLY 


AND WHAT 


GRIMOIRE? 


DID YOU 
FIND IT 


A certain man, 
on clearing 
a forebear’s 
belongings 
fromanold 
storehouse, had 
uncovereda 


AN 


containing 


asingle tome unusual 
letter had 
tattered 
with age arrived at 
ee the Central 


Library. 


Mee 
RZ 


tye 


...and he had ily, Wr gate ol P The book 
~€ \) 


written to ask ran gO! os seemed to 
| whether the book io — -- is ss q emanatea 
| was valuable, or La" 4 a " constant, 
ma whether it could a YY faint light. 
| bediscarded cies oo e. lity q The letter’s 
without concern. | a ~~ fe fg | author found 
° : itabiteerie... & 


On receipt, 
the letter was 
first examined 
: by the General 
GRIMOIRE, | > t4 /{| Affairs office 
YOU SAY? WW | //| Prom there, it was 
as sent to each of the 
relevant a 
departments. 


IT’S MY ¢ | : =) _MOST LIKELY. 
DAA IFIT MEANS NS. THE LOCATION IS 
pe I\ 4{ pecoverne #- Auras QUITE REMOTE, 


OF THE OORT Tpavel ge, “eemuing 
LIAISONS TE gi Sah ' TO LEAD THE 
OFFICE. Si Ch OVER. vy INVESTIGATION. 


IT MAY BE 
IN QUITE 
A STATE OF 
DISREPAIR. 
| 
Ii" 


" THAT CASE, 
+ TWO I'D LIKE 
FROM THE ve TO TAKE 
RESTORATIONS fe ALONG... 
OFFICE AND 
ONE FROM THE 
PROTECTIONS 
OFFICE. 


SO HERE WE 
ARE, ON AN 
EXPEDITION 
TO RECOVER A 
GRIMOIRE, 


IT SEEMS 


LATE LAST 


Poe oy 


AUTHOR OF THE TTER 
DATEM ALBURED 


edhe dn ahd dlned 


HAD YOU 
MENTIONED 
THE BOOK 
TO ANYONE 

ELSE? 


AT LEAST 
ASCERTAINED 
THE 


EXISTENCE 


TALKED 

TO SOME 

De OF THE 
THEY ait | VILLAGERS. 
SAY THE} \¢ 4 APPARENTLY 


(ID THERE'S A 
SHOPS ARE , SLUM JUST 
; 


++ WE'RE ON 
THE HUNT FOR 
A THIEF AS WELL 

AS A TEXT, 


What 
a pain... 


THIS ISA 
GRIMOIRE! 


A 
“GRIMOIRE” 
: 


YOU CAN'T MAKE 
THESE ANYMORE. 
IT’S PROHIBITED 
UNDER THE 
LIBRARY CODE! 
WHICH MEANS 
THEY'RE BOTH 
VERY RARE AND 
VERY VALUABLE! 


THINGS LIKE 
THIS BELONG 
ON DISPLAY! 
IT’S A PRIZE 
COLLECTION PIECE! 
BIBLIOPHILES 
FAWN OVER 
THESE THINGS. 


YOU... 
I'VE ALWAYS 
KNOWN 
YOU TO BE 
AN HONEST 
MERCHANT. 


IT’S A BOOK 
CONTAINING 
THE POWERS 
OF THE MAGI! 
THEY WERE 
CREATED 
DURING THE 
GREAT WAR 
BETWEEN 
THE RACES. 


SO THAT 
GLOW 
IT HAS 
MEANS 
IT'S A 
SPECIAL 
BOOK, 
GO AROUND AFTER 
USING 
SOMETHING 
LIKE THAT 


IF IT’S SO 
VALUABLE, 
ALL THE MORE 
REASON TO SEE IT 
TO THE CENTRAL 
LIBRARY. 


I DON’T 
TRY TO 
UNDERCUT 
ON THINGS ITS A 
T DEEM FAIR THEN TELL 


A VALUABLE. pew, «| EN eYTHEM A THIEF 


BROKE INTO 
THE HOUSE! 
TELL THEM IT 
WAS STOLEN! 


THE 
i ,,T GUESS} LIBRARIANS 
THEY'LL JUST #1 SEEMED TO : 
HAVE TO GO BELIEVE I’M 
THE STORY AFRAID 
I LOST 
SIGHT OF 
EVERYTHING 
BUT THE 


li 


Sill 


HANDED. 


AA \\ 
ES 


WELL, THE 
STORY OF 
THE THIEF IS 
OBVIOUSLY 


YES, MOST 
CERTAINLY. 


I TOOK A 
YOU'RE... PEEK IN SOME : 
YOU KNOW OTHER ROOMS. WHAT KIND 
we THEY WERE OF THIEF HE HAD 
SPOTLESS. LEAVES THAT HANGING ON 
IT SEEMS BEHIND AND THE WALL 
WAY TOO INSTEAD WAS PURE 
DELIBERATE. HAULS OFF COTTON. 
ABUNCH OF NOT WOOL! 
HEAVY OLD i : TOON 
i: OTHER THAN 
A SEASONED 
COLLECTOR, A 
GRIMOIRE |S 
JUST A HALF- 
ROTTED OLD 
TOME. 


THEY'RE HARD 

\ y TO SELL OFF. 
NIZE ‘ aaa e DEFINITELY NOT 
a THE FARE OF 
TRAINED we YOUR AVERAGE 
To! eS : Amat CAT BURGLAR. 


I SUPPOSE IT’S 


SOMEONE APPROACHED CAREW Lee 
OUR CONTACT AFTER THE rts oe pong 
HEAVENS. TW ADDING THE BOOK SEEMS LIKE AN AND THEY SIMPLY 
WHAT’LL WE DO AWFUL LOT OF PRETENDED TO 
ABOUT ALL THESE TO THEIR PRIVATE EFFORT TO (cfe) TO 
AMBITIOUS COLLEC- | COLLECTION. : BREAK IN AS A 
TORS WHO THINK FOR A TEXT SOME COMMON THIEF. 
IT’S ALL RIGHT TO ONE STUMBLED 
CASUALLY PICK UP ACROSS WAY 
GRIMOIRES?! OUT HERE. 


Dor/t they 
realize HOW 
dargerous 

ey Gan 


WE CAN'T 


IT’S é ASSAULT 
IMPORTANT Ei HIM! AND SHOULDA 
THAT HE GIVE CERTAINLY 
IT TO US NOT JUST SMACKED 
THE LIAISONS WILLINGLY. BECAUSE THAT GUY 
OFFICE ISN'T HE'S ACTING UP UNTIL 
AUTHORIZED 
TO GO AROUND HE SPILLED 
CONFISCATING HIS GUTS! 
OTHERS’ 


BELONGINGS. 


SO WE'LL 
HAVE COME 
ALL THE 
WAY OUT 
HERE FOR 
NOTHING?! 


IT’S HIS 
PROPERTY, 


ASSUMING HE 
CONSPIRED TO 
PASS THE BOOK ON 
TO SOMEONE ELSE, 
WE'LL JUST HAVE 
TO FIND THE BUYER 
AND CONVINCE HIM 


IT'S HER 


REPAIR WORK. BELIEVE SHE 


Gee, FINISHED HER TOGIVEITUP. ic von 
AND SO QUICK! TRAINING 
THAT'S WHY KNOWING SO LIKE WE 
THEY LET THE LITTLE ABOUT CAN OFFER 
SIMPLEMINDED- 3 actuatiy, THE CODE. 0 ayy 
NESS SLIDE. I’M IMPRESSED . 
SHE PASSED YEAH, 
JHE TEST IN THE CENTRAL 
THE FIRST LIBRARY'S 
PLACE. ALWAYS 


HURTING 
FOR CASH... 


HE’S ONE APPARENTLY, 


OF THOSE 
CRUMMY 
GUYS WHO 


HE DOESN'T 
CARE ABOUT 
BOOKS AT { 


OPENS A ALL! 
LIBRARY 
FOR THE 
STATUS!! 


CONCLUSION 


ON a 
EMOTION? Q 
ee zh 


«AND 
HAVE THE 
MEANS TO 
PURCHASE 

ONE. 


as tO 
It has a 


‘COURSE, 
I THINK 
HE’S THE 
CULPRIT, 
TOO. 


ABOUT THE 
ONLY ONE HERE 
WHO WOULD 
UNDERSTAND 
THE VALUE OF A 
GRIMOIRE... 


LIBRARIANS 
DURING THE 


LECTURE 


SHOULDN'T 
MATTER 
IF HE’S 
MOTIVATED 
BY SOCIAL 
STANDING. 


WHAT’S 
IMPORTANT 
IS THAT HE’S 
ESTABLISHED 
A LIBRARY 

FOR THE 

VILLAGE. 


WHAT'S 
IMPORTANT 


BUT 
THANK YOU 


IS THAT FOR THAT 
HE'S KEEPING WONDERFUL 
THE LIBRARY 
RUNNING, NO SEDONA. 
MATTER HIS 
MOTIVATION. 


ANZU SEEMS 
LIKE SHE 
JUDGE OF MUST BE THE 
CHARACTER, KINDEST AND 
SEDONA. GENTLEST OF 
MOTHERS. 


TERRIBLE 


WHEN SHE 
GETS ANGRY, 
SHE’S THE MOST 
TERRIFYING 
THING YOU'VE 
EVER SEEN! 


HEAVENS! 


SOMETHING 
TRULY 
DESPICABLE. 


/ UNFORTUNATELY, 
I’M AFRAID HE’LL 


ALSO BE THE 
MOST DIFFICULT 
TO CONVINCE. 


YOU CAN 
ALWAYS RELY 
ON A MAN TO 
WORK HARD IF 
YOU MAKE IT 

A MATTER 

OF PRIDE. 


WAS STILL 
IN TRAINING, 
ANZU WAS MY 
TEACHER FOR 
THE LIAISONS 
CLASS. 


IT WAS 
SO HORRIBLE, 
IT WAS LIKE YOU 
COULD SEE A HUGE 
SERPENT COILED 
UP BEHIND HER. 
EVERYBODY 
THOUGHT SO! 


LOCATING 
IT MIGHT 
TAKE TIME, 
BUT WE 
MUST DO 
EVERYTHING 


PROMISED 
TO SPEND THE 
AFTERNOON 
WITH THE BOY, 
SO COUNT ME 
OUT FOR 


STARTED AT 
THE CENTRAL 
LIBRARY 
TOGETHER. 


SEDONA RISES 
TO THE OCCA- 
SION WHEN IT 
REALLY COUNTS, 
I SWEAR. 


i 
4 


COME ON, 
SEDONA 
THIS WAY 


I CAN SEE 
WHY YOU'RE 
THE ONLY ONE 
WHO KNOWS 


ABOUT THIS 
PLACE 


INCRED- 
IBLE! 


UP HERE, 
YOU CAN SEE 
EVERYTHING 
THAT’S GOING 


SO THIS IS 
YOUR SPOT 
OVERLOOKING 
THE VILLAGE, 


00D! 
SHE SAT 
UP IN 
BEDTO pine i ale 
DO SOME |: ; 
KNITTING © : tc 
TODAY. IN THE 
AREA, 
BAR 
NONE! 


u 


+ 


s 


I BOUGHT 
SOME MEAT 
WITH THAT 
MONEY... 
SHE WAS 
Pele /) REALLY 
uy ic 

WAS REALLY RX NC PAE: 
SUSPICIOUS Ky ‘See 

OF ME, 
THOUGH... 


YOU EVER 
HEARD OF A 
PEOPLE TRAVELOGUE? 
SETTING OFF IT’S A eae 
ee tice VERY POPULAR SHOWING 
WITH A BOOK GENRE THESE YOU THIS 
| IN ONE HAND... SPOT 
[\ IT’S A FASHION- REALLY 
ENOUGH 


TO PAY 


WHAT YOU 
SOLD ME IS 


INFORMATION. AND YOU 
AND WHAT KNOW WHAT? 
a THE TRAVELERS 
EXPERIENCE. EVEN PAY LOCALS 
THERE’S NO TO SHOW THEM 
ne sel THE BEST SPOTS 
. IN EACH AREA 
EARNED THAT 
MONEY ALL BY THEY VISIT. 
YOURSELF. FAIR 


AND SQUARE! 


HEY! 
THERE’S 

MORE TO SEE 
IF WE KEEP 
CLIMBING! 


“PHYSIQUE 15 


SURROUNDING 
5 NECK IS 


EXPLANATION. 


WHOOSH 


be. + oo 


ae 1h 

NA. OR PERHAPS GUESS A 
ITS SIMPLY , REVISION 
| A STHAT THIS TO THE 
“ ENCYCLO- 
PEDIA 

ENTRY IS 

IN ORDER. 


KUKUO, 
LOOK! A 
LIBRARIAN 


CREATURES 
REFUSE TO 
ASSOCIATE 
WITH 
HUMANS. 


THANK YOU 
FOR THE 
I'M Lp “| WONDERFUL 
GLAD YOU f\\ TIME. 
ENJOYED 
IT. 


THAT GIVES 


ME AN IDEA. 
WAIT 


HERE 
JUST ONE 
MOMENT. 


BEFORE 
WE 
PAR 


one 


ALLOW 
ME TO 
SHARE A 
LITTLE 
TRICK OF 
MINE! 


WHAT'S IY 
HAPPEN- US 
ING?! 


THE WORLD IS 
OVERFLOWING 
WITH WONDERS 
YOU HAVEN’T 
EVEN BEGUN 
TO IMAGINE 


THAT SHIFTY 
CARETAKER’S 
SUPPOSED TO 

BE GONE FOR THE 

DAY. WE SHOULD 

HAVE TURNED HIS 

LIBRARY INSIDE 

OUT! 


UGH! THE 
LIAISONS 
OFFICE IS 
NOTHING 


EVEN SO, WE 
CAN'T JUST 


I FELT THE 


rere LAS SAME MANA 
WOULD IN THERE AS IN 
\ THE ROOM 

\ THE BOOK WAS 

STOLEN FROM! 


IN ASKING OTHERS 
TO RUN LIBRARIES 
FOR US, WHAT’S 


SO IMPORTANT ABOVE 
WE CAN’T ALL ELSE IS THAT 
VERY WELL THEY FOLLOW THE 
GO AROUND LIBRARY CODE. 
BREAKING 
THE LAWS 
OURSELVES! 


IF WE TAKE 
THE TIME 
/ TO EXPLAIN 
HERE A WHILE, pS TO HIM THE 
WE CAN MEND 6 
THE LIBRARY’S 


CONCERNED 
ABOUT THE 
CONDITION 
OF THE 
GRIMOIRE. 


ENTIRE 
COLLECTION! 


OVER IN 
RESTORATIONS, 
YOU'RE MORE 
ARTISANS THAN 
DIPLOMATS. 


AND WE 
ALL KNOW 
THE RISKS 
POSED BY 

A DAMAGED 
GRIMOIRE. 


IT’S 
ONLY A 
MATTER OF 
TIME UNTIL 
THE SPELL 
INSIDE RUNS £ 


HEY, NANAKO, 
WHILE YOU'RE 
AT IT, 
COULD YOU 
SHARPEN MY 
KNIFE UP? 


AND IF IT WAS 
SUDDENLY PULLED 
OUT OF STORAGE, 

DOUBTLESS THE 
PAPER IS OXIDIZING 
EVEN FASTER THAN 
BEFORE. IT COULD 
BE GETTING WORSE 

BY THE HOUR. 


EVEN INSIDE 
THAT BOX, 
I'M SURE IT’S 
BEEN EXPOSED 
FOR SOME TIME 
NOW TO ALL 
MANNER OF 
MOISTURE, 
MOLD, AND 


SHARPEN 
IT YOUR- 
SELF! 


SEDONA’S 
CONDUCTING 
VALUABLE 
SURVEY WORK 
RIGHT NOW. 


ASSEMBLE 
YOUR TOOLS. 
BE PREPARED 
TO PERFORM 
ANY TYPE OF 
REPAIR AT A 
MOMENT’S 
NOTICE. 


OF IT THIS 
WAY...IT’S 
IMPORTANT 
TO GET TO 
KNOW THE 
VILLAGERS 


MAKING USE 
OF THE 
LIBRARY. 


WE CAN AT 
LEAST READY 
OURSELVES TO 
ACT QUICKLY 

ONCE WE 

MANAGE TO 

GAIN ACCESS. 


SPEAKING 


OF WHICH, WHILE 
WE'RE ALL TOILING 
AWAY, SEDONA’S 
OFF FOOLING 
AROUND! 
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THINGS WE 
FEEL RIGHT 


THEY’RE 
BUT A DROP 
IN THE VAST 

OCEAN OF 
POSSIBILITIES 
OFFERED BY 
OUR WORLD! 


THIS TIME, 
I FELT LIKE 
THAT CLEARING 
BY THE GREAT 
TREE WAS THE 
HIGHEST SPOT 
IN THE WHOLE 
WIDE WORLD! 


A LOOK 
AROUND. 


a 


eal GLAD To 


HEAR IT. 


EVERY- 


YOU LOOK THING 


30 COOL... ABOUT 


YOU'VE GOT 
MYSTERIOUS pret 
POWERS... 
: SEDONA! 


I WISH THE | JA  QY| 
Sore 2 STRAIGHT 
MY PART > 
COULD HEAR _~ 4 OUTOFA 
YOU SAY ; 
THAT. 


IT SOUNDS 
SO GREAT! 
T CAN'T WAIT 
UNTIL I GET TO 
VISIT AFTZAAK 
AND READ AS 
MANY BOOKS 
AS I WANT! 


YOU COULD 
READ EVERY 
BOOK ON 
ITS SHELVES 
TWICE OVER 


BEFORE NEED- 
ING TO JOUR- 


NEY TO THE 
CITY! 


AN 

BEST OF ALL, 
IT’S THE FIRST 
PLACE ON THE 
CONTINENT TO 
GET COPIES OF 
THE NEWEST 

VOLUMES!! 


HE 
VILLAGE 
LIBRARY 
ALREADY 
OFFERS 
MANY OF 

THE BEST! 


sO 
YOU LIKE 


YEAH! 
DOES 
AFTZAAK 
HAVE LOTS 
OF NOVELS 
TO READ, 
TOO?! 


WELL, YOU 


CALL THAT 
PART OF 
TOWN THE 
“SLUMS.” 


THE 
LIBRARY'S 
OFF LIMITS 
TO PEOPLE 
FROM THE 

SLUMS. 


THERE ARE 

DEFINITELY ff : a I MEAN, I DON’T 

SOME WHO ( =e Ws HOLD IT AGAINST 
WOULD MISTREAT SS ; THE CARETAKER. 
THE BOOKS OR ‘ ‘ . I UNDERSTAND 

EVEN STEAL WHY HE HAS TO 

AND TRY TO BEX | HAVE THAT 

SELL THEM. Cpe 


IF I 
MADE 
IT TO 


I KNOW 


erst I’M POOR 
ati AND THAT 
THEY’D I LOOK 
LET ME 
BORROW 
BOOKS BUT 
THERE?! MAYBE 
IF I 
GO TO 


AFTZAAK 


aoe 


WORRIED 


SWEAT IT! CORTE 
hs a THING LIKE 
ONE CHECK 


OUT BOOKS. 


SN 


WE'LL BE 
STAYING 
IN THE 
VILLAGE 
FOR A 
WHILE 


CARE OF IT. 
AND READ 
IT, TOO! 


DIDN’T 
YOU SAY 
THIS BOOK 
IS SPECIAL 
TO YOU? 


THIS BOOK 
TELLS THE 
STORY OF A 
LIBRARY, AND A 
GREAT MAGUS 
2 WHO FOUGHT 
IT’S WHAT ly ON BEHALF OF 
MADE ME CONE THE WORLD. 
WHEN YOU WANT TO 
TOLD ME |= TRY TO 
ABOUT... | E BECOME A 


THE 
REASON 
YOU 
DECIDED 
TO BECOME 
A KAFNA? 


af 
| con 
IT’S AN 
4 INCREDIBLE aR AACE 
HOW YoU Ye POWER. ANYONE'S 
WANTED TO READ \ LIFE 
MORE, IT FELT : 
LIKE MY HEART 
WAS ABOUT 
TO BURST 
WITH JOY. 


EVERYONE 
: HAS THE 
| RIGHT To BE 
AND WE TOUCHED BY 
KAFNA HAVE A THAT POWER. 
RESPONSIBILITY 
TO MAKE SURE 
THE CHANCE IS 
AVAILABLE 
TO ALL. 


YOU'RE 
GOING TO 
SHOCK THE 

POOR 
VILLAGERS 
OUT OF 
THEIR 
MINDS! 


SEDONA, 
WHAT IN 
HEAVEN’S 
NAME 
WERE YOU 
THINKING 
21 
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FINALLY 
GETTO 

. et READ Amen 

~ BOS | ~ BOOK. = 


ea 


YOU'VE 

REALLY 

DONE IT 
NOW! 


YOU TRASH 
FROM THE 
SLUMS 
CAN'T BE 
TRUSTED 


7 
Up 


IT WASN’T 
ENOUGH TO 
SNEAK INTO THE 
LIBRARY, HM?! 
YOU HAD TO 
STEAL A BOOK, 
DID YOu?! 


DESPICABLE! 
I’D BETTER 
NOT SEE 
YOU NEAR 
THE LIBRARY 
AGAIN... 


e : : . i ee 

ee ee ee es oe ee : ee 

ae EE ee : iiss 
ee ae ee : eS ee ee f ee 


o 


ALWAYS 
HAPPEN 
TO ME? 


«HONEST 
LIFE, BUT... 


NO! 
YOU'RE 
WRONG! 


BECAUSE 
I'VE 

DON'T a a 

TELL ME THE WAY 

YOU'RE HOW . He's <0 

HE ALWAYS Reo KIND TO 

FINDS A WAY 
INTO THE 
LIBRARY 
2 


WON'T YOU 
LET HIM 
USE THE 
LIBRARY 
Isituust 
BECAUSE 
HE LOOKS 
DIFFERENT 


: Z i Ls LISTEN 
~ > oS TO ME, 


DISTANCE ome? A SAKIYA. 
~~ QO FROM THE | | dy) 


LONG- 
EARED 
BOY. 


IN MY 
DAYS AS A 
MERCHANT, 

I’VE SEEN MY 
FAIR SHARE OF 
DISAGREEMENTS 
BETWEEN THE 
RACES. 


BUT TRUST ME, 
THEY WILL, AND WHEN 
THEY DO, THEY’RE 
GOING TO MAKE YOU 
VERY SAD. THAT’S 
WHY YOU MUST PUT 
HIM OUT OF YOUR 
LIFE NOW RATHER 
THAN LATER! 


IT 
DOESN'T 


wa THEN 
WHAT’S 
INSIDE OF 


HALF HIS 
BLOOD HE 
SHARES 
WITH US. 


«COMES FROM BUT THE 
ANOTHER RACE, OTHER 


HALF... 


YOU TWO ARE 
STILL CHILDREN, 
SO THOSE 
DIFFERENCES 
HAVEN'T YET 
GROWN CLEAR. 


CAN READ 
THE SAME 
BOOK... 


LE 


Loot 
believe. 
Plo 


re IT Is 


fee IMPORTANT 
Butt “CY FOR US 
SEEMS THIS \\\ | 10 OPERATE 
TIME OUR \ brite . 
INSPECTION 
— WAS TOO OF TRUST Ag 
BEHAVIOR LAX, wes 


LIGHT. 


IT IS AN 
OFFENCE 
MOST GRAVE, 
THAT NO 
CIRCUMSTANCE 
CAN EVER 
WARRANT. 


WE 
CANNOT 
ALLOW 
THIS 
TO GO 
OVER- 
LOOKED. 


THERE’S 
THE 
SNAKE. 
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I REALLY BELIEVED... 


~~ BUTNOWE.. 8G 
e) L CAN SEE THAT INA. i i anal 
ae : STORYBOOK WORLD... ‘ 
I WOULDN'T : : APPEAR TO WHISK 
EVEN MAKE Y Een a ME AWAY, 
IT INTO A ER 
DRAWING. eS nareD 
es (eae GET TO BE 
PART OF THE 
ADVENTURE. 


ee “THE TOWN 
SOT WAS ALIVE 
J + WITHA GREAT, 
BUSTLING 
CROWD,” 


I'D BE PART OF THAT CROWD, 
ONE MEANINGLESS SPECK IN A 
GROUP MENTIONED IN PASSING. ‘YIN THE BACKGROUND. “} 


ee: 6 NN ‘ 


YOU MUST dif 3 ; \ 
HAVE QUITE A <M) Me aI: ; plese 


REPUTATION Beye 
AROUND HERE, | FINE. HAVE MY 


} ILL GO Sag BOOK? 
FOR A SINGLE SN, LA; 
BOOK TO BE 5 SPEAK 


PLUCKED RIGHT = K& WITH THE 
FROM YOUR PX CARETAKER 


AND GET 
IT BACK, 


Even 
the thought worse than 
J ° . 
Psa: ‘ : asthe losing his 
nant e fact that chance to 
the librarian he’d be read... 
who had been 
=| : unable to 
kind enough 
: to trust him. 


BODY'S 
RUNNING 
OR 
CALLING 
FOR 
HELP. 


HASN’T 


ANYBODY 
NOTICED 
IT YET?! 


COMING 


FROM THE 
LIBRARY 


WHAT IF 
THERE'S 
A FIRE 


Al 


A PERSON 


WHO BEHAVES 
PROUDLY MAY I REALLY 


NOT HAVE TREASURE 
ALWAYS BEEN . THIS ONE. 
50 FROM : 
BIRTH, 


THAT 
PERSON es 
ACT PROUDLY, ENOUGH fF, 
WHICH IN TURN TO... f 
MADE HIM 
PROUD. 


TO BECOME BRAVE, YOU MUST FIRST BEHAVE AS SUCH. 


TO BECOME A HERO, YOU MUST FIRST ACT AS ONE. 


wn ONE OF 
THE MOST 
IMPORTANT 


THINGS IN 


NAABAAAAAAABAABAAAAABAABAABRAABRAABAAAAAAABAAAAAAAAAAA ABABABABAAAAAS 


ry se oT, oT T 7 a TT » 
I A 


¥:N 


Ss 
SS=ekkb 
My 
SeaSse 
as aA’ 


WHEN 
SOMEONE 


uy 
a Xe 
Dw = 
‘A = 
i > 
4 2 


‘J 
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Fwy 
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<+ Magus of the Library +7 


THERE’S NO 
SHELVING 
NUMBER! 


HMPH, 

I SUPPOSE 
NOW I 
HAVE NO 
CHOICE. 


IT’S THAT 
PIRATE 
STORY 
AND ITS 

RIDICULOUS 
IDEALS 


THEN WHATS 
INSIDE OF US 
IS THE SAME! 


TELL ME HE 
REALLY DID 
BORROW 
IT FROM 
SOMEONE 
ELSE?! 


THE WORLD 
ISN’T SOME 
BEAUTIFUL, 
HARMONIOUS 
PARADISE. 


WHAT IS 
GOING ON?! 
THERE’S 
NO RESIDUE. 
IT’S NOT LIKE 
THE LABEL WAS 

PRIED 


RANT 
LITTLE 


Pala 
ONLY YOU 
KNEW WHAT 

IT’S LIKE 
OUTSIDE 
THE 
VILLAGE. 


I'LL LET 
THE LITTLE 
RUNT INTO 

THE LIBRARY 
TO MAKE IT 
UP TO HIM. 
HE CAN CHECK 
OUT A BOOK. 


THE 
LIBRARY 


We of. 


I 
DON’T 


I’M SO GLAD 
KNOW! YOU'RE SAFE/ 

I KNOW KEKO WHAT 
THE LAST BROUGHT ABOUT THE 
TIME I ME HERE, CARETAKER 


YOU THINK 
HE MIGHT 
STILL BE 
INSIDE?! 


SAKIYA, WE 
HAVE TO GO 
SAVE HIM/ 


YS xs) \ WHICH PART 
RO | IS HE IN2/ 


IF HE'S 
IN THERE.., 
HE'D PROB- 
ABLY BE IN 


HIS STUDY! Sr I) 


I READ THAT 
IN A FIRE, 
THE SMOKE’S 
MORE 
DANGEROUS 
THAN THE 
FLAMES 
THEMSELVES! 


It was j 
Hy 
Shagr @2za¢/ 


THERE MUST 
HAVE BEEN 
SOME KIND OF 
ACCIDENT... 


WHAT ARE 

YOU KIDS 

THINEING 
2 


TO KNOW 
WHERE THE 
BOOK IS! 
THE ONE 
I WAS 
CARRYING! 


NO! 
WHAT'RE 


I’M 


KUKUO! 
GET 
THEM 
OUT OF 
HERE! 


CARE- 
| TAKER! 


T’LL 
PROTECT 
YOU. 


SS 


SINGLE 
BOOK I 
BORROW! 


TLL 
ALWAYS 
RETURN 
THEM. 
.. JUST THE 
cot WAYL.. 


i PLEASE \ 
LET SEDONA 
| FIND YOU... \ 


os 
— 


FAILING TO 


DON’T 


IT ONLY KNOW YOUR 
MAKES STRENGTH AND CONFUSE 
YOU A TAKING ON MORE UAE 
RECKLESS THAN YOU CAN rd 
FOOL HANDLE DOES WMPRU 
NOT MAKE 


YOU BRAVE. 


wld 
SOMETHING 


A HERO MUST 
SOMETIMES 


OF ALL THE \j 
GRIMOIRES 

IN THE WORLD, 
IT HAD TO BE 
ONE WITH A 
FIRE SPIRIT. 


DAMAGE SCALE-LEVEL 
FIVE! PROCEDURE 387! 
WE'VE GOT BRISTLETAIL 
DAMAGE! TWO SHEETS! 
AND THE COVER 
CAN'T BE REPLACED! 
LET’S START BY 
PATCHING UP THE 
PEST DAMAGE 
THAT’S CAUSING 
THE MANA LEAKS! 


ON 
YOUR TOES, 
NANAKO/ 


LOOKS LIKE 
HE HASN’T 
SUFFERED 

ANY BURNS. 
T’LL WATCH FOR 
ANY SIGNS OF 

CARBON MONOXIDE 

POISONING FROM 

THE SMOKE. 


RFS) S 
NSN 

y NOR 

uO \ 


«NOW 
YOU GET 
TO DEAL 
WITH ME. 


2 i KC 
es 


They referred 
to the act of 
conversing 
with and 
channeling 
that energy as 
kalachpwa— 
spellcasting. 


«a magus 
able to work 
with the 
mana in the 
atr, thereby 
controlling 
the wind 
itself. 


found in 
all things— 
organisms, 
nature, even 
words themselves. 
Among the magi, 
it was known as 
“mana.” 


Sedona 
was a 


hwa 
kalachpwa 


Sedona had 
learned to 
control wind 
by using 
mana to shift 
air from 
one place to 
another. 


when the 
air rushes 
from places 
where it is 
concentrated 
to places it 
is sparse. 


ELL 


SORRY FOR 


DON’T WORRY. THE ROUGH 
MY COMPANIONS I KNOW TREATMENT. 
WILL HAVE IT YOU MUST BE 
FIXED UP SOON FRUSTRATED 
ENOUGH. BY THE STATE 
OF YOUR 


HOME. 


h 
The threat NOW WE 
of fire JUST HAVE 
hung over TO SEE 
every TO THESE 
Buta fire’s library FLAMES. 
weakness was ever built. 
its inability to 
continue burning 
when the oxygen alibrary's 
that normally | books. Its 
made upamere 20 smoke choked 
percent of the air the people 
inside. 


was removed. 


One could 
be easily 
extinguished 
by pulling 
away the 
oxygen 
surround- 
ing it. 


THE SMOKE WILL 
BE GONE IN TIME. 
I'VE BROUGHT ALL 
THE ASH IN THE AIR 
DOWN TO THE FLOOR, 
AND I'LL KEEP THE 
HUMIDITY AND TEMPERA- 
TURE OF THE ROOM 
AT AN ACCEPTABLE 


REST IS 
UP TO 


5 i = 
ART OF GRIMOIRE RESTORAT: 


As with any 


ON: 
® 


I SEE NOW 
WHY THEY SAY 
NOBODY STANDS 
A CHANCE 
AGAINST THE 
WINDS OF THE 
PROTECTIONS 
OFFICE. 


Nearly all grimoires 
were handwritten. 
Proper restoration 
meant first determining |, . \ 
the composition of the 
caster’s original ink, 
and then matching it 
as closely as possible. 


old book, the 
restoration 
process began 
with tissue 
paper affixed 
over the holes on Such damage 
Damage °VeTy Pa8e. was particularly 
from pests was hard on 
addressed witha grimotres— it 
Special type of caused mana 
tissue, treated toleakand 
with a tincture weakened the 
made from 12 book’s control 
over the spells 


held inside. 


If not stored 
properly, 
books tended 
to meet with 
damage 
wrought 
by pests. 


In places where 
important 
incantations had 
been interrupted, 
missing letters 
were restored 
with a pen made 
from the feather 

ofa red owl. 
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Pipiriwasknown {6 
forher skill with old § 
texts, but on this 
excursion, she had 
decided to give the 
younger Nanako 
the experience of 
making the most 
delicate repairs. 


Restoration 
was technical 


agreat dealof 
experience. 


AS 
FOR ME... 


A COVER 
THIS BAD, 
THERE’S NO 
WAY IT’LL 
KEEP THE 
SPELL IN 


In typical 
restoration work, 
acoverso badly 
damaged would 

simply be 
discarded and 
replaced with 
another of 
similar design. 


I’M GONNA 
HAVE TO 
PUT IN NEW 
STRAWBOARD. 


But agrimoire’s 
cover was different. 
Often, blood or 

flecks of skin from 


meant 
...the only choice 


was to carefully 
remove the cover’s 
outer lining and 
reattach ittoa 
new foundation. 


the original caster 


e 
bere 
had been worked eS 

into its material. 

A replacement 

wasn’t likely to 
reestablish control. 


4 -..to be worked fF: 
carefully - 
between the |, 
lining and 
original 


Such work 
required... | 


WHAT IS THIS 
WORLD THAT 
WE SEEK? 
WHAT DOES 
IT MEAN TO 
HAVE IT FOR 
OUR OWN? 


KINGS 
OF EVERY 
RACE HAVE 
SOUGHT 
SPENT \ THE SAME. 
NO : EVERY “pe 
BATTLE : MINUTE 
WON WILL OF THEIR 
BRING YE REIGNS IN 
THE WORLD | BATTLE TO 
IN TRUTH. : CONQUER 
THE LAND. 


eure WHAT WE 

RECORD CROSS 0 7 Ron 
THE WORLD Every || TO MAP. 
AS IT IS OCEAN! OUT EVERY 


NAY! 


OUR SHIP 
SHALL COME 
TO HOLD A 


LIBRARY OF 
MAPS! 


THE GREAT 
aft ’ ' \\f SHAGRAZZAT, 
WILL BE THE CLAIM THE 

ADVENTURES WORLD AS 
I'VEHAD = | 

THAT MAKE | 
IT MINE! 


wlN THIS 
PLACE 
I NOW 
STAND... 


WEE 


SN 


SOS 


yyy 
Le 


ae 


yyy 


ee 


MS 


SSE 


SSS 


ae 


AGL 


De pS MAG 
98: >: 
Ses PO Sw) 


me Cet 
o 


RUNNING 
INTOA | 

BURNING 

BUILDING 


YOU WERE 
CLUTCHING 
IT SO 
TIGHTLY, 
I THOUGHT 


YOU'RE 
ALLOWED 
TO USE 
IT! 


YOU'RE 
ALLOWED 
TO 
BORROW 
BOOKS 
NOW! 


y | 


ry y rte 


I'VE 
CAUSED 
SO MUCH 
TROUBLE. 


NO WAY! T’VE 
GOT NOTHING 
TO DO WITH 


LIBRARY 
CODE, 
ARTICLE 
FOUR... 


HEY. YOU 
BE READY 

TO STOP 

HER IF SHE 
TAKES THIS 
TOO FAR. 


I'VE 
MADE A 
TERRIBLE 
MISTAKE, 

MISS 


IF THAT 
BOY HAD 
BEEN BUT 
A MOMENT 


YOUR 
ACTIONS 
ARE NOT 
JUST AN 
AFFRONT 


TO 
LIBRARIES 


THOSE WITH 
BUT THE | LIMITED 


MEANS ARE 
PRONE TO 


LACK UNDER- 


STANDING 


AND, WHEN 
YOU NEED TO, 
BRANDISH 
YOUR FIST 
we [EC 
LEARN: 
THEN PUT 
IT IS OUR | IT BACK IN 
DUTY TO A APLACE 
ACT AS A WHERE THE 
SUCH!!! OFFENDER 
LL CAN FIND IT 
AGAIN! 


TH- 
THOSE OF 
MEAGER 

SPIRIT 
ARE SO 
QUICK TO 
STEAL OR 
MISTREAT 

THE 


‘NO 
LIBRARY 
SHALL 
DISCRIMINATE 
AGAINST 
PATRONS ON 
THE BASIS 
OF RACE, 
GENDER, OR 
DISPARITY IN 
SOCIAL OR 
ECONOMIC 
STATUS.” 


DADDY 
DESERVED . TO DENY 
A GOOD K SUCH AN 
SCOLDING! OPPORTUNITY, 
AND DRIVE 
ANYONE 
FROM THESE 
DOORS... 


I THINK 


THEY'RE 

SUPPOSED THEY SAID SEE... 
TO LEAVE THEIR JOB 

THE VILLAGE HERE WAS 


BY SUNSET. 


4 ‘” 


CHECK 
IT OUT! 
IT’S LONG- 


LONG-EARS/ 
WHAT'S THE 


SKIPPIN’ 
SCHOOL! 


OA 


‘ THAVE TO 
RETURN IT! \ 


wh VE 
\ TO 
RETURN 

IT! 


DON’T 
THINK THINGS 
HAVE CHANGED 
JUST ‘CAUSE 

THEY'RE LETTING 
YOU IN THE 
LIBRARY 
Now! 


I SEEM TO 
HAVE LOST 
MY TEMPER. 
IT’S JUST 
THAT WHEN 
IT COMES TO 
BOOKS, L.., 


WHAT JUST 
HAPPENED 
0? 


ANZU, 
I THINK 
THAT'S 
ENOUGH. 


» ie 


yy 


THE MAN 
</ WAS SAVVY 


ENOUGH TO 
MAKE HIS 
SHOULDN'T FORTUNE 
TAKE A RAISED ASA 
VOICE TO MERCHANT. 
DELIVER THE ti 


SAKIYA, 
I OWE 
YOU AN 
APOLOGY, 
TOO, 


I'LL RETURN 
YOUR MONEY, 
PLEASE, LET 
THEM TAKE 

THE GRIMOIRE 

BACK WITH 


OF 
COURSE 


ALL YOU 

USED TO 
TALK ABOUT 
WAS HAVING 

A FRIEND 
TO READ 


THE MORE 
VALUE IT HAS, 
THE MORE 


TO 


T HAVE THINK... REASON TO 
SO MANY MY LIFE NOTHING SEE IT IN 
THINGS TO SAVED BY MORE TO THE CARE 
APOLOGIZE THE LONG- DO WITH OF THE 

TO HIM EARED CENTRAL 


GRIMOIRES 


BOY... LIBRARY, 


WE KNOW 


ALL TOO CARETAKER, 
WELL HOW PLEASE 
HARD IT IS FORGIVE 
TO UPHOLD 
OUR IDEALS HiRes ela 
ww THE WAY OUT ‘ 
REASON WE HERE: 
BUILD OUR 


LIBRARIES 


AND SEND ili 
COPIES ACROSS aa 
THE LAND. 


i THE REASON WE PROTECT THE BOOKS... 


eS 


ve THAT SOMEDAY... 


veFROM AMONG THE 
YOUNG MINDS RAISED 
ON BOOKS FOUND 
AT THE LIBRARY... 


a 


ee 


Le 


a 


ee 
E 


ae 


fe 
ste 


THANKS 
FOR 
BEING 
KIND 
ENOUGH 
ME THIS... 


HEY! 
WHY 
ARE WE 
TURNING 
AROUND 


Ie 
eee U7 


ALLOW YOU 
TO GIVE THAT 
BACK WITHOUT 

READING IT. 


YOU CAN 
GIVE IT 

BACK TO 

ME THEN. 


NO ONE’S 
EVER LENT 
ME A BOOK 

BEFORE. 


THE 
CARETAKER 
TOLD 
ME WHAT 
HAPPENED. 


I 
REALLY 
APPRECI- 
ATED 


CONSIDER 
YOUR LOAN 
RENEWED. 


AS LONG 
AS YOU 
CONTINUE 
TO LOVE 
BOOKS, I’M 
SURE WE'LL 
MEET AGAIN. 


WHENEVER 
LIFE FELT THAT’S 
RIGHT. 
IT’S MY 


TREASURE. 


LISTEN 
TO ME. 
OUR VERY 
WORLD 
OWES ITSELF 
TO BOOKS- 
TO TEXTS. 


SOME 
OF US 
EVEN 
COMPOSE 
THOSE sreene NEW TEXTS 


UNABLE 
TO READ LEADERS OF OUR 


CANNOT AND 
LIVE APART STIR 
FROM THE PEOPLE TO 
EFFECTS OF ACTION. 
WRITING. 


BUT... 
WASN'T 
THIS BOOK 
REALLY 
IMPORTANT 
TO YOU?! 


COUNTLESS 
AMONG US 
HAVE LEARNED 
OF THE IDEAS 
OF THE PAST 
FROM THESE 
TEXTS. 


SOMETIMES, 
THOSE IDEAS 
RESONATE 
WITH US. 
OTHER TIMES, 
WE REBEL 
AGAINST 


BUT EVER 
SINCE THEN, 


THE TABLES 
HAVE 
TURNED. 


THE FIRST 
TEXT MAY 
HAVE BEEN 
WRITTEN 
BYA 


TEXTS 
BUILD THE 
WORLD WE 

LIVE IN 

TODAY. 


TEXTS 
MAKE 
PEOPLE. 


ALONG 
WITH THE 
TRUTH ABOUT 
THE WORLD 
THAT CAN BE 
FOUND AMONG 
THOSE PAGES. 


I 
HATE THIS 
WORLD 
I LIVE 
IN, YOU 
KNOW 


IT 
WON'T TAKE 
SOMEONE LIKE 
YOU LONG TO 
GRASP THE 
FULL MEAN- 
ING OF THOSE 


wilS LIKE 
PROTECT- 
ING THE 


I HATE 
THAT I 
MAKE MY 
SISTER'S 
LIFE 
HARDER 


HATE MY 
STUPID 
EARS THAT 
MAKE ME 
DIFFER- 


MY CLASS- 
MATES AT 
SCHOOL. 


AND MOST 
OF ALL, I 
HATE HOW 


‘ HAVING HATE THE 
ABLE 0 bo DIFFERENT re 
ANYTHING SKIN AND at ice 
ABOUT IT! DIFFERENT TO uELE 


HAIR! 


VE wa THE HERO I‘VE ARENT. 
BEEN BEEN, SEARCHING YOU THAT’S 
FOR? WHY... 
WAITING 
FOR A ae 


HERO! Yaw (aX. =| BEEN.. 


THE 

ONE. THAT 
WILL TAKE, 
ME AWAY. — 
FROM THIS — 


FOR YOU. 


NOT FOR 


YOU 


KNOW \ 


BECAUSE WHY 
THE THINGS —- NOT 
YOU SEE IN LIFE 
ARE YOURS AND 
YOURS ALONE. 
NO MATTER 
WHERE OTHERS 
LOOK, THEY 
CANNOT SEE 
WHAT YOU 


YOU NEVER 
GAVE YOUR 
NAME, AND 
I NEVER 
PRESSED 
FOR IT, BUT 
I'D LIKE TO 


YOU HAVE 
A NAME OF 
YOUR OWN 
THAT YOU 
MUST WEAR 
PROUDLY. 
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S MUSTN'T 
FORGET! 


CAN TURN 
THE PAGE. 


TALE OF 
ADVENTURE 
THIS |S THE 
BEGINNING 
OF A NEW 
EPIC!! 


WHAT 
SCENES WILL 
APPEAR ON 
THE PAGES 


YOURS 
IS THE 
ONLY 
HAND... 


ia : 


eee saeco 


SAMY 


MyY/T 
THINK IT’S 
A LOVELY 
PROMISE! 


IF NOW'S 
NOT THE 
TIME FOR 

DRAMATICS, 
WHEN 1S? 


N CAN'T LET 
GO OF THE 
DRAMATICS, 

HUH? 


A NEW 
TALE IS 
ABOUT 

TO 
UNFOLD. 


| : sae 


| | hha 


UY WAG 
al wh 
c 


©. 


be 


Seven years later... 


N 
XS 
\ 
N 
x 


Theo Fumis . 
Age 13 0 


BS 


G7 HEY, THEO! 
SHOULDN'T 
YOU BE 
HEADING 
OUT SOON?! 
WOULDN'T 
WANT TO 
BE LATE! 


I STILL 
GOTTA 
RETURN MY 


A LITTLE 
GOING-AWAY 
GIFT. FIND 
SOMETHING 
GOOD TO 
EAT ON 
THE WAY. 


TRAVEL 
SAFELY, 
THEO. 


OH, 


}| you're 


I GUESS 
THIS LITTLE 
LIBRARY 
CAN’T KEEP 
YOU HERE 
ANYMORE, 


HEY, 


MS. HUKI! 
LET ME HELP ‘ nee } 
WITH THAT. ; 
I'M GOING FINALLY 
PAST YOUR | 
PLACE 
ANYWAY, 


HAH! DON’T 
CELEBRATE 
JUST YET. 
THE JOURNEY 
TO AFTZAAK 
1S A LONG 
ONE. 


TO 
BECOME A 
KAFNA! 


peace was 

restored 
tothe 
land... 


..and at the 
end of along, 
grueling battle, 
they managed 
to seal the 
Emissary 
awayina 
Sarcophagus 
made of stone. 


+07 SO 
the magi 
believed. 


For the calamity 
had left behind 
afogthat came 
to be called the 

Ashen Death. It 
covered up great 


Seven 
talented 
magi 
rose up 
against 
the 
calamity 


long ago, 
acalamity 
known as the 
Emissary of 
Wormwood 
swept 


across the 
continent. WD 


Wherever 
it went, 
the Emissary 
brought great 
destruction 


swaths of land, 


and thrust 


rendering them 
uninhabitable. 


the people 
into panic. 


Next camean 
age of war, 
the different 
races of 
the world 
vying for 
control of the 
remaining 


To ensure their 
control over 
the world, the 
victors stamped 
out the cultures, 
histories, and 
languages of the 
conquered races. 


Y. 


fa)’ 


Law 


aig : 
The 
brave 
“what magi 
“We must weakly is this lamented 
protect the in world we 
thoughts reply... offered our 
of our lives to 
ancestors.” protect?” 


And That magus 
through : constructed 


his labor, ss agreat hall 


he came to 2 in which to 
r Suet ..andall preserve all 


be known Js pe GE memories left texts... 
AS. : behind by all 
7 the peoples of 
the world. 


And now, acertain We 4 oe 
| youth departs from his HOE, WAIN ee some os 
village, unknowingly i) | Wi . : years have 
destined to play agreat NA : 
partin the struggle 
against a danger set 
to threaten the world 
once more. 


passed since 
the fighting 
ceased. 


His 
name ts 
Theo 


o0S A StOYY 
of the power 
of books to 
connect 
the world. 


To be continued. 


- THE ADVENTURES OF SHAGRAZZAT }- 


Aseries ofadventure novels set among the high seas. It tells the story of the 
pirate captain Shagrazzat and his quest to claim the world for his own. 
Traveling with him is an eclectic crew composed of peoples from every land he 
visits. In Theo’s world, a great, sweeping fog known as the “Ashen Death” has 
rendered the seas unnavigable. The fog set in sometime after the arrival of the 
Emissary of Wormwood, and because of it, those born following the Great War 
have never witnessed the ocean with their own eyes. The mystique of the seais 
one factor driving the immense popularity of these oceangoing tales. 


However, the Central Library also conspires to see Shagrazzat widely read: 
Hoping to ease tension between the races, the Library has carefully selected 
this tale of different peoples working together to overcome their difficulties. 
The librarians use it as a primary text in promoting intercultural harmony 
and in forming good reading habits among young minds. 


&: ae 
-« THE TONA TREE }- 
A grand tree towering above the Village of Amun. It is said to have longago 

protected the land nearby from the Emissary of Wormwood. The mana 


bursting forth from its branches has greatly affected Theo over his many 
hours spent playing nearby. 


TIFAFUMIS AGE 15 


Tifa arrived in Amun six years ago, at the 
end of an arduous journey. She is regarded by 
the villagers as a strange young woman who 
dedicates herself to the care of a half-blood 


THEO FUMIS SAKIYA MENES 


PRIOR TO THE VISIT 


A LETTER 
FROM THE 
KAFNA? Aletter has 


THEY'RE 


arrived from the 

PLANNING CentralLibrary 

TO VISIT with notice of the 
THE g impending visit. 


VILLAGE 
? 


ing NES OUR NEXT 


NOT TO 
CONDUCT |” Z OPERATIONS 
AN IN- s REPORT 


SPECTION ISN'T DUE 
OF THE x : ANYTIME 
LIBRARY —— SOON... 


SOMETHING 
BIG MUST 
HAVE BEEN 
UNCOVERED 
IN THE 
VILLAGE 


AND SEEING 
AS DATEH’S 
JUST BEGUN 
RENOVATING 
ad KNOW THAT OLD 


STORE- 
eee 
TO 5 

START! 


Longer lipine (decorative head coverings) indicate higher ranks. 


- EDGE }- -«£ CORNER }»- 


Patterned crests on the kaachni (decorative bands worn 
across the forehead) indicate assigned office. 


Liaisons Office Protections Office 


Restorations Office 


-«f SEDONA'S SPELL SEALS }- 


Left Hand Right Hand 


Xx A 


Tattooed onto the palms 


The wings of the Kokopa 
people are tangible slivers of 
mana; they can be manifested 
and extinguished at will. 


PREPARING FOR DEPARTURE 


I THINK 
YOU MEAN 
“TAKEN 
UNDER MY 
WINGS.” 


SURE, IF 
YOU DON'T 
MIND BEING 
CONSTANTLY 

IRRITATED. 


WE'LL 
DO OUR 


BEST INTHE |= 
PERSONNEL = === 
| 


OFFICE TO 


ACCOMMODATE / GS 
REQUESTS. / (SG) 
/ Woe 


IT JUST SO 
HAPPENS I'VE 
GOT THIS NEW 
RECRUIT I'VE 
TAKEN UNDER 

MY STRINGS. 


wn THERE’S ONE Me 


WHO STARTED THE 
SAME TIME AS ME. 
SUPPOSED 
TO BE QUITE 
PROMISING. 


DID YOU 
HAVE ANYONE 
PARTICULAR 

IN MIND TO 
ACCOMPANY 


SOMEONE 
TO TAKE 
ALONG 
ON AN 
EXPEDI- 
TION 

2 


I KNOW 
ANYONE 
IN THE 
PROTEC- 
TION 
OFFICE? 


gg KAMOME 
SHIRAHAMA 


Witch Hat 
Atelier 


A magical manga 
adventure for 
fans of Disney 
and Studio 
Ghibli! 


Us. JA << 
BK. Sy 


The magical adventure that took 
Japan by storm is finally here, 
from acclaimed DC and Marvel 
cover artist Kamome Shirahama! 


In a world where everyone takes wonders like magic spells 
and dragons for granted, Coco isa girl with a simple dream: 
She wants to be a witch. But everybody knows magicians 
are born, not made, and Coco was not born with a gift for 
magic. Resigned to her un-magical life, Coco is about to 
give up on her dream to become a witch...until the day 
she meets Qifrey, a mysterious, traveling magician. After 
secretly seeing Qifrey perform magic in a way she’s never 
seen before, Coco soon learns what everybody “knows” 
might not be the truth, and discovers that her magical 
dream may not be as far away as it may seem... 


Acclaimed screenwriter and director 
Mari Okada (Maquia, anchana) teams up 
with manga artist Nao Emoto (Forget Me 
Nof) in this moving, funny, so-true-it’s- 
embarrassing coming-of-age series! 


When Kazusa enters high 

school, she joins the Literature ; 
Club, and leaps from reading Rese f 
innocent fiction to diving into ; 
the literary classics. But these 


novels are a bit more...adult than N : 

she was prepared for. Between \~ 7 \ Vi 
euphemisms like fresh dewy i Ce 

grass and pork stew, crushing on Wr SA (CCE \ 

the boy next door, and knowing ad’ hE — 

you want to do that one thing an —- \ ee 


before you die—discovering 
your budding sexuality is 
no easy feat! As if puberty 
wasn’t awkward enough, 
the club consists of a 
brooding writer, the 
prettiest girl in school, 
an agreeable comrade, 
and an outspoken prude. 
Fumbling over their 
own discomforts, these 
five teens get thrown 
into chaos over three 
little letters: S...E...X...! 


Mari Okada Nao Emoto 


A dark and sexy body-horror action 
manga perfect for fans of Prison School 
and High School of the Dead! 


Shuichi Kagaya is a smart 

kid, and most smart kids 

his age would be thinking 
about college. Shuichi is also 

a monster, and he’s smart 
enough to know that monsters 
don't go to college. But after 
he uses his monstrous form 

to save his classmate Claire 
Aoki, it doesn't matter what 
his plans for the future were, 
because he’s not the one 
making the decisions anymore. 
Now that the seductive, 
sadistic Claire knows Shuichi’s 
secret, she’s got her own 

ideas about what a monster 

is good for—because he’s not 
Sys = d the first monster she’s met... 
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“You and me together...we would be unstoppable.” 


THE HIGH SCHOOL HAREM COMEDY WITH FIVE TIMES THE CUTE GIRLS! 


An entertaining romantic-comedy with a snarky edge to it.” —Taykobon 
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Futaro Uesugi is 

a second-year 

in high school, 
scraping to get 

by and pay off 

his family’s debt. 

The only thing he 

can do is study, 

so when Futaro 
receives a part-time 
job offer to tutor 

the five daughters 

of a wealthy 
businessman, he 

cant pass it up. Little 
does he know, these 
five beautiful sisters 
are quintuplets, but the 
only thing they have in 
common...is that theyre 
all terrible at studying! 
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JOIN US FOR 
AFTERNOON TEA 
WITH EQUAL PARTS 
YURI, ROM-COM, 
AND DRAMA! 
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Hime is a picture-perfect high school princess, so when she accidentally injures a café 
manager named Mai, she’s willing to cover some shifts to keep her facade intact. To Hime’s 
surprise, the café is themed after a private school where the all-female staff always puts on 
their best act for their loyal customers. However, under the guidance of the most graceful 
girl there, Hime can’t help but blush and blunder! Beneath all the frills and 
laughter, Hime feels tension brewing as she finds out more about her new job 

: : KODANSHA 
and her budding feelings... I 


“A quirky, fun comedy series... If you’re a yuri fan, or perhaps interested 
in getting into it but not sure where to start, this book is worth picking up.” 
— Anime UK News 
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